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Reflections of the Tuscaloosa Student Exchange to Narashino, Japan
June 11-23, 2008
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Dear friends in Narashino.

Thank vou again so very much for
our wonderful and extraodinary
visit to Narashino last month. We
are still relishing so many great

experiences in Japan. Attached are

the "reflections” of each student; I
hope vou will enjoy each and every one, and share
them with Mavor Araki, the Narashino Board of
Education, and of course, all host families.

We are deeply appreciative of yvou for vour hard
work coordinating our beautiful visit. I hope you
have had a chance to catch up on your rest the past
couple of weeks!

You will fondly be in our

hearts and thoughts
forever,

Your friend (and all friends in Tuscaloosa),

Lisa Keves, Executive director of Tuscaloosa Sister

Cities Commission,

Carlos Estrada
Going to Japan was an extraordi-
nary experience. This was a once-in-

a-lifetime moment which 1 will

cherish forever. I learned more than
I ever expected to on this trip: from
Japan's history with the United States, to properly
drinking tea, to a little dance. I will miss everything
about Japan. I hope to one day go back to Japan and
see every friend that I made. Domo Arigatoo
Gazaimasu for everything.

A reflection of the Tea Ceremony: The tea ceremony
was spectacular down to the smallest of detail. I'm so
happy that I could have participated in such a
wonderful event. Learning the traditional Japanese
ways, was very important to everyone on the trip. I
would participate in another tea ceremony Iin a
heartbeat, the tea was delicious, the sweets were

delicious, and overall it was very memorable.
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Lauren Fourt

The Sister Cities Japan Exchange
was truly an experience. It allowed
me to have firsthand experiences of
a culture unlike my own. The best

part of the exchange was being able
to experience things I wouldn't find in the United
States. The tea ceremony, the food, the mannerisms,
and Mt. Fuji are all terrific examples of things only
Japan can offer, and it was amazing to experience
them like the

communicating with the Japanese. Even when vou

Japanese would. I also loved
didn't know much of the language, the Japanese were
simply happy to see you try to use as much Japanese
as possible. The Japan exchange program really
opened my eyes to how people's lives differ because of
the culture. Japan is an incredible, beautiful country,

and [ hope to return one day.

Jodi Lee

From the misted reaches of Mount
Fuji, to the frenzied swarm of activ-
ity of Tokyo, Japan is a beautiful

and complex country. Narashino

was a wonderful city, packed with
the warmest hearts and most welcoming smiles.
Every facet of Japanese culture amazed and wow'd
me. The sweeping, quiet elegance of Sado stunned
me with its beautiful simplistic complexity. The feel
of a Yukata - the bright patterns, the dazzling Obi.
And then the kindness, when this absolutely stun-
ning object was made into a heart-felt gift. Just ab-
solutely touching. Spending time at the Mount Fuji
retreat, barbecuing with the Japanese students, play-
ing games, laughing with all the other exchange stu-
dents. I'll never forget the ricocheting glow of the
bottle rockets,
sparked in a small, delicate, speckled halo - and the

or the tiny, twirling ember that
laughter and delight (and the close calls!) as every-
one stood in a haze of light and smoke - and the feel-
ing of togetherness.

Speaking with Japanese students, learning the sur-
prising similarities and differences, but experiencing
the overall closeness of human understanding - was
priceless. It made me realize that any people can be
brought together by curiosity, open minds - and any
similarity, or even subtle difference - can become a
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cultural bridge to link them together. And some-
times, it is our differences that truly make the con-
nection. It was simply a stunning, wonderful, once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity that I will never forget.

Thank vou so much!

Brianna Miller

Japan was more than I ever imag-
ined it to be. I learned so much
within the little time we spent

there. I feel much closer to my fel-

low students, as well as the Japa-
nese culture. I find myself with eyes wide open to
the world and things that are different between the
United States and Japan. Spending time in Japan
was a life changing experience and I would not
trade one moment for anything in the world. The
people in Japan were so generous and kind. and 1
wish that our country could share the same respect
and kindness that Japan brings to its visitors. I
hope to return to Japan one day very soon. It was

a wonderful experience that I will never forget.

Tim Brown

I had a very good time in the city
of Narashino, Japan. I enjoyed the
the activity,

people, the culture,

and the food. My host family was

really nice to me. They made if feel
like a part of the family. All the activities that we
participated in were very interesting, and impacted
on my life in a lot of positive ways. I participated in
just about all the activities which made it even more
exciting. Being in the sumo stable was the most
interesting part of the trip. Being an athlete I never
knew how complicated some things were when they
looked so easy. I wish to visit Japan again someday.
I hope everyone will remember me. I even plan on
looking at colleges in Japan because I want to be an
Electrical Engineer. Japan would be the perfect
place for that. I also would like to thank everyone
who made this possible for me and my friends. I was
a once in a lifetime experience.
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{Across)

Tianillhes Games will
be held this August in
Beijing (Peking).

6. Propensity, Tendency,
Prejudice,

8. For example

North Riding

. To exist or live.

. To look at carefully so as
to understand the meaning
of (something written or
printed ).

. The third person singular
of the present tense of
have.

. Feeling unhappiness or

erief.

No longer possessed or

retained

. Chemical symbol for

Erbium

For instance

Early English

The structure of twigs,

grass, mud, etc..

Toward or situated in the

East.
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{Down)

1. Across the sea
2. Year — book
3. Your thoughts, or the part
of vour brain use for
thinking and imaging
things.
4. Average or normal
amount, degree, etc..
5. The third person singular
of the present tense of Be.
. Lying toward or situated
in the west.
9. Set of teethed wheels
working together in a

|

machine.

11. The bottom support or
part.

13. Anno Domini (L. = in the

vear of our Lord)

Home Office

Number of names

(of persons, items, things,
etc..)

14.
16.

18. Fellow of the
entomological soclety.

20. National Academy

21. Topographical engineers

OFBEHRSTA (KRR - RFE)

SElEh TOIGHE TS, EFREEe
PC THMART AN AE5EKRT S Z &M
HakF U, BLWLAZABHHE S
TXET, Fiho, KEDAZXLEHE
L&ICLTLWET
ORARENRFA (B2 - W)

FELMERTAZ o ZTAb S -
TEDZHEECHERSETHE
Uik FELMEIPLARE(H S
BHRAFT7 U=l TALLE
LWwEF, Eifs L E B F
T, chhs b L ERICIKIIL TS
ypeir=3L A

P S G S S S T SRy Sy WY P Sy Ny e

% &

@4 ulix 7 Z AN —Hili g PES ORI O HEFTIZELTOK~
RO A4 L £ Lo, ZIRGHVELAT LD KREZEL TEA
1o LN SBROKIEPHMHIZE DXL S ICMlb - T AR KOMLHE
LCitl £ L7, £, I {05FHE L, RS HE &bz
KAEL F L7, MBI OO N A EBRA R AR % 8 U THED 75 L4 A A8
HOoZLlFELTPAEHA, @R M HFEOMFELLIZ 2D 27
oFEiziziRAheL TiELL] tolEBIHITBIGAL L 2. (IRESR)

11 i 4 5
B i
t ( : | I“‘
deb K
l 1 - - e 4
(hdEE) R W R
(CHER)

NZWER VS E, A—LEThEN
2T ENTEMT 3 (2
Words). % E(E. KA. e, B,
Bk F T, AEANOEAEE RO TE-T
Fauw, #&EiE. "+, Fax. E A=
TI0HEKHETICEED Fab

IEfffE o S T 5 4o iz, i
ZiESRNIoL £9,

INIA 277 27| HikiE T,

12 TADIRMEBFLLTEN 9,

AIEDRRE
(%) OLYMPIC GAMES

C | HaE doRiad. 4
O @1C |'T Y
@R PTE G|A
I |G |E Dif B
V|T M 1O T 2R
E S|A|R i
M(E{D|A|L

Yo AT —F ;‘-/\JLWU"E;H
B omAZA BHEETSA
aMEy s A AELE#SA

Kt -2 A

eN—JUDFEBEIC/NEENBEY EFT,
( ) OFRIC#EHFE AN, S5TL 72 3]
= NIABBBICHIZEY <SS,

NNLARXII7 - B85
2772008 % 9 B 1 B/ REEEE - LAAS
% - BEHTERERRS

_ EERGE slmeE
T 275-0016 FRABEFHREED 5-12-12
B> 0—FRER 4F
TEL/FAX  047-452-2660
http://www1.seaple.ne.jp/nia
< E A—JU> nia@seaple.ne.jp




