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The image a Japanese has of Spain
i : is usually based on the rural and
Nayarra urban landscapes of Andalucia,

i namely white towns, olive trees,
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_ Castlla y Leon i beaches, the sun and the Alhambra

of Granada.
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ZEUwE But Spain is more than just
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 Exremadyra Costflola Moncho .~ 1827 Bl Andalucia. Spain is divided into 17

regions or autonomous communi-

ties that, as in every family and its
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Andalucio g members, have a common set of
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EEUF i features within its rich divergence.

There are the Castilla Plains which

are quite warm in summer and very




cold in winter. There are also several mountain ranges
including the Pyrenees, Picos de Europa, the Sierra
Nevada and the Macizo Central; where, in winter, heavy
snowfalls cover the land scape, and people can enjoy
winter sports. Some times the snowfalls are so intense

that whole towns are left isolated.

The warm Andalucia, in summer, represents the
stereotypical image of Spain, but some winters are very

cold, with cities covered in snow.

The Mediterranean coast, the Balearic Islands and the
Canary Island are usually warm and without dramatic
changes in climate, but it is not unusual to see snow in
Barcelona in winter. There are several other weather
conditions that do not fit the typical image of Spain.

The climatic diversity results in a vast variety of products,

related to cattle industry, poultry, fisheries and agriculture.

The food and recipes too vary according to the region; in
the central part of the country dishes are mainly based on
grilled meat. Other cities and parts of the country have
special products they are famous for; Galicia is well known
for its excellent prawns and shrimps, Andalucia for its
fried fish, Murcia and Valencia have tasty vegetables and
fruits. Guijuelo, Pozoblanco,Jabugo, Teruel and Catalonia
are famous for their ham and pork products. Finally, the
most renowned Spanish dish is the Valencian paella, with

dozens of variants according to region and cook.
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HISTORY AND CULTURE
Analyzing Spain’s history, one cannot help realizing the

variety of people and cultures that have mixed in the
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Iberian Peninsula. This variety also stems from the large
number of immigrants from around the world, creating a
unique cultural mosaic that comprises the contemporary
Spanish population.

Seneca, a Cordovan philosopher and educator and
Columela, a scientist from Cadiz, were both born during
the time of the Roman Empire. Averroes was a Spanish-
born Arab physician, philosopher and writer. Maimonides
was a Spanish-born Jewish doctor, teacher and scientist.
Miguel Servet, a Christian physician who was executed in
Switzerland for his heretical ideas, discovered the blood
circulation among other things. These are just a few
Hispanic intellectuals engraved for eternity in the

collective memory of the Spanish people.

Among the kings and governors who stood out in Spain
were Abderrahman I, Alfonso IV, Alfonso
Sabio, the sage) and Carlos III.
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Spain produced world famous painters during the Golden
Age; Velasquez was one of the most significant. There
were writers like Garcia, San Juan de la Cruz, Gongora,
Quevedo, Cervantes, Moratin and Larra who together took
the Spanish language to unprecedented heights. In the
twentieth century poets like Juan Ramon Jimenez (Nobel
Prize in literature in 1956), Lorca, Cela, Juan Goytislo and
his brothers and Cernuda were not only public figures but

also the most representative writers of modern Spain.

INLZAE (K y F)

Six Spaniards have been awarded the Nobel Prize in
literature, the most recent was given to Camilo Jose Cela
for his work “Gallego universal” (Universal Galician).
In the field of medicine, Santiago Ramon y Cajal and
Severo Ochoa received the prize for their contributions
and research in the area of genetics and the study of the

DNA.
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The twentieth century was dominated by artists, painters
and movie directors, among them Picasso, Miro, Dali and
Luis Bunuel. Spain is known for its rich musical tradition,

and in this context flamenco is perhaps the most
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important. There is Galician Muneriras, bagpipe music
and dances. There are Basque sword dances. featuring the
characteristic snare drum. And there are Navarrian and

Aragones jotas and Catalan sardanas.

CONCLUSION

Reducing the cultural variety and wealth of a country like
Spain - always ranking first or second in regard to the
number of registered monuments and World Heritage
Sites - is a terrible mistake. We have to consider the fact
that all aspects disregarding essential parameters of a
famous brand such as Spain are of no value. An
unforgiving mistake.
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Greetings!

Vxo—lF AT — R

James Winward Stuart (13U ZH5)

My name is James Winward Stuart. My wife (Katherine) and I have both been taking lessons at
NIA for the past few months. We plan to stay in Japan for several years, so it is important that we
learn good Japanese... therefore I must study harder! So far we are really enjoying living in Japan,
although the summer was very hot and humid! We attended a number of firework displays, and on
the way home from one adopted a stray kitten as a pet—his name is Train; he is very loveable!
Both my wife & I greatly enjoy attending lessons and other events at NIA. My teacher,
Shinozaki—sensei, is an excellent teacher!

So then, to everyone enjoy winter...studying!
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{Across)
1. A Peninsula in SW Europe, compris-
ing Spain and Portugal.
8. Promptly or quickly
9. For example
11. New Style
12. Circuit Court
13. Bow(the head) slightly and quickly
as a sign of agreement or as a famil-
iar greeting.
15. A British Nobleman of a rank below
a Marquis and above a Viscount,
17. Tell, —, —,
19. One of the terminal digits of the
foot.
20. Rural Delivery
21. Enlisted man or men
23. Private Account
24. Gas forming a very small propor-
tion of the atmosphere, used in
lamps for some electric signs.
. Large flesh-eating animal with yel-
lowish coat and dark spots.
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Down)

2. Bachelor of Seience
3. A division of geologic time comprising

two Or more eras.

4. Sweet-smelling flower growing on a

o

-1

bush with thorny stems.
. He lives — Tokyo.
. Of or involving atomic weapons.
. Of or forming the center.

10. ---, better, best,

12. The cultivated produce of the ground.
14. Deputy Lieutenant

16. He get up --- ten o'clock.

1

2

2
2

8. Going far down from the surface or
top.

2. One kind of a bird like-as an ostrich
in New Zealand.

4. Opposite of Yes.

5. North Riding
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