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“Jambo na karibuni Kenya” . This is Kiswahili for | continent. It is located on the eastern part of the continent
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Mombasa

TANZANIA . =
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KENYA'S GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE East. Due to this prime location on the grid, Kenya enjoys
Kenya is one of the 54 countries on the African | a tropical climate which is warm and mellow throughout
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the year with the seasonal interludes of the short and long
rains which attributes to the unique vegetation cover. The
physical features range from the deserts in the north to
the snow capped Mt Kenya, sandy coastlines to the
freshwater lakes of Lake Victoria and Lake Turkana,
Savannah grasslands to fertile agricultural plantations,
extinct volcanoes to coral reefs at the coastal plains. The
central part of Kenya is home to the Great Rift Valley
which holds Lake Nakuru, home to the pale pink birds

known as the Flamingoes and tea and coffee plantation.

|

KENYA'S ECONOMY
The Kenyan currency is the Kenya Shilling which is

denoted by the symbol Ksh. It is not one of the strongest
currencies in the world, but it can surely hold its own in
the African markets as at now.

The economy is a mix of different activities which are
the driving force of the country. There are many
industries like the processing of petroleum and oil
products, cement, and pyrethrum for insecticides to
mention some. The agricultural industry is the strongest
in the country as the products are mostly destined for the
international markets. Some of the products are tea,
coffee, fish, cashew nuts, horticultural products like
flowers and pyrethrum. The export of goods out of Kenya
also generates a lot of revenue for the country. The main
exports from Kenya are tea, coffee, flowers, fish and some
traditional artifacts. The other significant income earner
for the county is tourism. Kenya boasts one of the largest
tourist populations all year round in the continent and this
can be atributed to the beautiful scenery, the ever
welcoming climate and the hospitality of the Kenyan
people. From the late 1960s there have been a lot of
foreign investments like the motor vehicle assembly,
shipping and most recently the cell phone boom, which

have realized the employment of many Kenyans. On the

HOFE A

S

O FE A

900

import front, Kenya imports a lot of machinery from Japan
and Europe. Some of the key imports are vehicles, iron,
steel which are brought in to through the port of
Mombasa. All these activities turn the major cities into a
bee hive with people always trying to get from one corner

to the next with such little time spare and a lot to be done.

KENYA'S HISTORY AND CULTURE

Kenya gained its independence (Uhuru)on the 12th of
December 1963 from the British Empire and became a
self governing state. The Late Jomo Kenyatta was the first
president and a key figure in the fight against the colonial
rule leading to independence. The country is divided in to
8 major provinces with each province housing a major city.
The capital city is Nairobi which is home to the parliament
and most of the government and international
headquarters. The other major cities are Mombasa,
Nakuru, Kisumu and Eldoret. Kenya is a cultural
microcosm of the larger continent of Africa with
generations of migrations resulting in a diverse mosaic of
cultures and traditions. There are a total of 42 jndigenous
tribes which are exclusively of African decent with a small
percentage of Asian, Indian and European minorities. One
tends to wonder how all these languages can live together
and understand each other. That is where the official
languages come in to play. English happens to be the
official language in Kenya and in all academic and

government institutions.The second offcial language is
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Swahili. Swahili is a mixture of Arabic and Bantu which
was a result of the early trade and intermarriage between
the merchant Arabs and the Kenyan natives at the coast of

the Indian Ocean before the onset of the colonial era.

The Kenyan population currently stands at 34,707,817
people. Religion is an integral part of the Kenyan people

since the arrival of the missionaries and the establishment
of mission schools and churches. 78% of the population is
predominantly Christian, 10% indigenous beliefs, 10%
Muslims and 2% other religions like Hindu, Buddhists to
mention a few. Having been a British colony it is only
natural that the education system had to follow the British
system and at present some schools still do enforce the

British Curriculum.

KENYA'S MODERN CULTURE

Kenya's modern culture was born of myriad sources
and influences both new and old. The wave in Kenya has
been changing and is constantly changing. This change
can be felt in all the areas of life in Kenya from the big
cities to the small far off villages in the rural parts.

The cities are thriving businesses powered by the latest
information technology from the latest Toyotas from Japan
to the latest 3G cell phones available on the markets.
Music is in two phases, with older generation still

preserving the traditional tribal music while the younger

generation opts to produce more westernized vibes and
mannerisms in music. Fashion trends and styles are more
or less at par with the major international cities as the
Kenyan market is now more open to a lot of international
fashion houses though some of the traditional attires are
still maintained as a symbol of one's heritage which

Kenyan's happen to be very proud of.

Above is a cross-section of the different features in

Kenya. Top left is a Maasai man in the Rift valley. Top right
is an elephant roaming in the Tsavo National Park. This is
just one of the many National parks in Kenya which attract
a lot of tourists each year. Bottom left is a holiday safari
camp. These are popular for watching wild game.Bottom
right is a beach at the Kenyan coast. These beaches are
white, sandy and are warm all year round.
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Hyakunin Isshu
Do you know Hyakunin Isshu ?

Ogura Hyakunin Isshu, also called Hyakunin lsshu, is
an anthology of 100 poems by 100 different poets. The
poems are all “waka” (now called “tanka” ). Waka are
five-line poems of 31 Syllables, arranged as 5, 7, 5, 7, 7.
The waka represented in Hyakunin Isshu were court
poetry, which almost exclusively used the waka format
from the earliest days of Japanese poetry until the
seventeen-syllable haiku came into prominence in the
seventeenth century.

Hyakunin Isshu is said to have been compiled by the
famous thirteenth-century critic and poet Fujiwara no
Sadaie (also known as Teika), though his son Fujiwara no
Tameie may have had a hand in revising the
collection.Teika also compiled a waka anthology called
Hyakunin Shuka (Superior Poems of Our Time), which
shares many of the same poems as Hyakunin Isshu.

The 100 poems of Hyakun.in Isshu are in rough
chronological order from the seventh through the
thirteenth centuries. The most famous poets through the
late Heian period in Japan are represented.

Hyakunin Isshu has had immense influence in Japan. In
Donald Keene' s phrase, the poems have “constituted
the basic knowledge of Japanese poetry for most people
from the early Tokugawa period until very recent
times....This meant, in a real sense, that Teika was the
arbiter of the poetic tastes of most Japanese even as late as
the twentieth century.” (Seeds in the Heat, p. 674; see
sources for full citation.) The influence of Hyakunin Isshu
was particularly extended through the card game based
on the collection, called uta karuta, played especially at

New Year' s.
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Porscha Stiger (ZXUASRELES)

My name is Porscha Stiger. I am the new ALT from Tuscaloosa. My hometown is
Huntsville, Alabama. This May I graduated from the university of Alabama in Tuscaloosa.
I am really enjoying living in Narashino. Everyone is very friendly, and the city is pretty. I
love studying Japanese and experiencing Japanese culture and life.
Teaching is very interesting, and although it is sometimes difficult. I am learning many

things and meeting wonderful people. Everyday I will try my best. I hope that I can help the

students to learn English while fostering in them a love for English as well. To everyone who
has helped me so far, thank you very much.
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{Across)

1. A vessel for transport by water.

4. Foreign Affairs Committee

7. A piece of furniture on which a per-
son sleeps.

9.13th Grecian alphabet (apply to
"N" in English).

10. Civil Service

12. To speak. etc. without preparation.

14. To position (a weapon) so as to hit.

16. American Medical Association.

17. Armed Forces Network

18. International Phonetic Association

19. Without clothing or covering on the
body.

21. Labour Party

23. A chemical symbol for Argon.

24. Plural of man.

26. A moveble cover, as for a jar.

27, Part of the earth's surface, region.
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{Down)

1. British Broadcast Corporation

2. About

3. A group of persons jointed together
in some action or contest.

5. Living thing that can move about and
feel, including men, dogs, birds,
insects, fish, snakes, etc..

6. A country in the Caribbean, S of
Florida.

§ . Dishonorable Discharge

11. An expedition for hunting, esp. in
Eastern Africa.

13. To hold over or about something.

15. A fluid used for writing or printing.

17. Of, involving, or near the anus.

18. Any conception existing in the mind.

20. Enlisted man or men.

22, Parent-Teaching Association

25. Narth Riding
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