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Germ any in history Ages represent one of the heydays of German civilisation.
Situated in the heart of central Europe, Germany has a | Some magnificent Romanesque and Gothic church
scenic and cultural diversity which is almost unique. It can | buildings originate from these times. In the mid-14th

be divided into three main topographical century, the terrible consequences of the
areas. In the north the landscape is Thirty Years War and the Reformation
characterised by the North German Plain N\YTNG weakened the central power of the
which was formed during the Ice Age. It, " Hamgurg empire, and the territorial sovereigns,
in turn, merges with the North and Baltic xR)ILU, together with the towns, gradually
Sea costal areas and the offshore islands. Berlin gained supremacy ‘in Germany.
South of the North German Plain we find ool G Charming townscapes with their half-
the Mittelgebirge (Central German . E-{?Sé(%rl% k7 timbered buildings stem from this period
Uplands) stretching from the Eifel o the ISUEIIA - unfortunately, however, historical
Erzge-birge and from the Black Forest, * Frankfurt am Maim  huildings in a lot of large towns were
Swabian Alb to the Bavarian Forest. | é’tﬁé’ ‘yar-l:jjw h destroyed in the Second World War, but
This region is probably the area with the é}caho_rﬁ/d}al{lflj nevertheless, towns like Rothenburg
greatest degree of scenic variety in Savny give us an idea of what such places
Germany. Adjacent to the Mittelgebirge Michen looked like. The Baroque period aw the
are the Alpine foothills which rise beginning of a new building boom

suddenly to become part of the actual Alpine region with | during which splendid monasteries, churches and castles
the Zugspitze (2962m), Germany s highest mountain. | were built, above all in southern Germany. In the wake of
The history of Géfmany is just as varied as its landscape. | the post-Napoleonic reérganisation of Europe, the
Historically, Germany developed from the empire of the | kingdom of Prussia became so strong, that it was able to
Franks which had gained the upper hand in central | create the “Second” German Empire, which, however,
Europe after the Vokerwanderung which played a leading | survived barely 50 years ending with the defeat of
role in Europe as of the time of Charlemagne. The Middle | Germany in the first World War. The Third Reich, set up
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under Hitler, crushed Europe and the world with the most
devastating war known so far to mankind. The
consequences for Germany were that the German Eastern
territories were ceded and that the country was divided
into the German Democratic Republic and the Federal
Republic of Germany. This division came to an end in 1990
with the reunification of the two German states.

Now, after reunification, Germany is an integral part of
Europe working together in harmony with their
neighbours to further the peaceful development of the
world" s civilisations. Germany’ s role in this is enriched
by her history as well as her achievements in the fields of
art, social affairs and science - a role which had been a
vision of the medieval universalists in Europe back in the
Middle Ages.

Germany Today

With over 82million inhabitants, Germany is the most
highly populated country in the European Union. Nearly
90% of Germans live in towns with more than 2000
inhabitants, and the western part of the country has by far
the highest population density. Although immigration has,
since 1970s, provided a significant additional source of
labour, the tightening of legislation has considerably
reduced the influx of people from abroad. Over 7 million
foreigners have now settled in Germany.

The Federal Republic comprises 16 States , 11 of which
formed the old West Germany plus the 5 added in 1990
after the reunification.

This was only a short introduction into Germany and now
I would like to tell you something about Baden
Wiirttemberg, (the state in which I live).

Many people say that this south-western state of Germany
is a perfect dream of a region.

In the Middle Ages the state was ruled by powerful
dynasties of counts, who founded major towns and cities,
then later the Hohenstaufen' s, who, grew into the most
important dynasty of the Middle Ages. The figure of
Frederick I, Barbarossa, became the incarnation of the
western concept of empire in the Middle Ages. During the
Hohenstaufen period, Romanesque architecture reached
the zenith of its art. The Gothic period saw the creation of
no less splendid monuments for example the cathedrals of

Freiburg and Ulm. The baroque period was marked by the
erection, especially in the south of Baden Wiirttemberg, of
a profusion of both sacred and secular buildings. Nowhere
else in Germany are there so many baroque churches,
monasteries and castles as close together as in Upper
Swabia, the region between the Danube and Lake
Constance.

Today Baden Wiirttemberg is one of the economic
powerhouses of the Federal Republic. In the middle of the
19th century, southwest Germany became the source of
revolutionary inventions in technology. In 1886, Karl Benz
made his first automobile in Mannheim and Gottlieb
Daimler born in Schorndorf invented the first light, fast-
running petrol engine.

Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin from Konstanz invented
the manoeuvrable airship. In 1920 Benz and Daimler
merged their two firms as Daimler-Benz. Today the
Daimler-Chrysler AG directs worldwide operations from
its headquarters in Stuttgart. In Baden Wiirttemberg one
job in four depends on the automobile industry. Daimler-
Chrysler provides jobs in various locations, while Porsche
is based in Stuttgart and Audi in Neckarsulm.

Over 200,000 students are enrolled at the state” s
universities and technical colleges. They in turn number
64 and include such traditional and long-established
universities as Heidelberg, Freiburg and Tiibingen.
Schorndorf and the Rems Valley

Before the gates of Stuttgart lies the valley which carries
the name of its river, the Rems. Vineyards are
characteristic for the Rems Valley, which begins east of
Stuttgart and ends near Schorndorf. The wines from the
different villages along the Rems have a high reputation
among connoisseurs but the Swabians prefer to drink
their Trollinger, Lemberger, Riesling and Sylvaner (the
name of the grapes) largely themselves or in one of the
numerous restaurants, taverns, and also where you see a
broom hanging outside in the wine growers back yard.
Schorndorf is a town in which you can experience history.
It is much larger than would be expected for a town with a
town charter that dates back to 1250. At that time Count
Ulrich I of Wiirttemberg fortified and promoted the
settlement, which had already held some significance in
the days of the Staufer. Right in the middle of a cobbled
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square stands the town hall, dating back to 1730 and
framed by stately half timbered houses, which for the
most part were built during the second half of the 17th
century. In 1634 in the middle of the Thirty Years' War,
the town was destroyed after coming under fire from the
emperor s troops. Apart from the Gothic church - the
third largest of its kind in Baden Wiirttemberg - and the
castle, originally the citadel of the town fortress, only very
few buildings remained intact. Such a disaster in a town
which was at the time so important to the Duchy of
Wiirttemberg. It is all the more admirable then, how
splendidly the few surviving inhabitants managed to
rebuilt the town within its fortification.

From the 15th to the middle of the 18th century the basis
for the town’ s growing prosperity was wine-growing in
the Rems Valley.

One person who has changed the world was born in
Schorndorf on 17th March 1834; Gottlieb Daimler,
inventor of the light, fast-running petrol engine and
founder of the concern that, today, under the name of
Daimler- Chrysler produces high quality cars world wide.
The house in which he was born is a small museum.
Today Schorndorf has a population of about 39,500 people
every Tuesday and Saturday a farmers market takes place
on our beautiful market place where people can buy fruit,
vegetables and flowers or

just stroll through and have a chat, sit in one of the nice
cafes on the Square.

On the back of the town hall a mosaik “Die Weiber von
Schorndorf” (The women of Shorndorf) alludes to the
citizens' resistance to hand over the

Town to the French commander Melac in 1688. The latter
had forced the government in Stuttgart into issuing an
order to this effect and two envoys were dispatched to win
the consent of the municipal authorities. Legend has it
that the plan was met with particularly fierce resistance by
the women, under the leadership of the mayor’ s wife,
Barbara Kunkelin. She is a symbol of courage for the
women of Schorndorf.

At Easter time the fountain on the marketplace is
decorated with over 400 painted eggs, one of the symbols
of Easter.
On the first of May a big May-pole is put up in the middle
of our historical marketplace The night before people
dance into the May. On the pole are the trade symbols
from the different trades in our town and also the coat of
arms from our sister cities,

In June we have a big festival called the’ SCHOWO’
which

lasts for five days with music, eating and drinking and
sitting together with friends.

In December we have a Christmas market which lasts for
three weeks on the market place where people can buy
their Christmas presents drink ‘Gluhwein’ (a hot wine

punch) eat sausages, listen to Christmas music and people
in the evening stand around a very big Christmas tree and
sing Christmas carols. I think Christmas time is a
wonderful time to visit Germany if you are not afraid of the
cold weather.
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Schorndorf has 6 twin towns

Radenthein (Austria) from 1961
Tulle (France) from 1969
Kahla (Thuringia) from 1991
Bury (Great Britain) from 1994
Tuscaloosa (United States) from 1996
Dueville (Italy) from 1998

On 12 May 2006 we will celebrate together with a
delegation from Tuscaloosa our 10th anniversary and with
Kahla our 15th anniversary.

I hope, that this letter gives you a little insight into
German history, past and present and I also hope that it
has aroused your interest to come here and find out more
by yourself. I am looking forward to seeing you at

one of our next festivals in Schorndorf.

Herzliche Griisse aus Schorndorf

Heidrun Bacher

PS My husband and I would like to take this opportunity
to thank the people of Narashino for the wonderful time
we had during our visit

in your beautiful country and the hospitality and
friendship we encountered we will never forget it and we
hope that someday we can return.
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5L BAIZOWT (INSIDE JAPAN)

Rolf Wietlisbach-Kobayashi
(FRERER)

In my almost ten years in
Japan I have often been
asked whether I hadn't at
any time felt culture-

shocked. A question to

which I couldn't really give a

clear answer.

// I remember that, in
visit to this country, I read a booked titled 'Culture Shock
Japan', which listed all those seemingly weird things and

¥ preparation for my very first

all the dos and don'ts, aimed at foreign visitors to Japan.
And I remember kind of expecting to be hit by an instant
'culture shock' upon stepping off the plane at Narita
Airport. But what would it really feel like?

Then I arrived and felt dazzled by everything I saw. But
then, that was rather similar to earlier trips I had taken to
other countries and cultures that were completely
different from my home country. Granted, having to take
off your shoes upon entering someone's home is an
experience you may not make in most other countries,
and it also taught me the lesson that you may want to take
everything you read in a guidebook with a grain of salt.
Because you see, my book had duly informed me that -
unlike in Western houses - one never wears shoes in a
Japanese home, and that you would have to be prepared to
take them off and put on slippers at the entrance. What it
failed to explain, however, was that you don't do that in
front of the entrance, but in fact inside the house. So
perhaps the 'culture shock' was more on the part of my
hosts than on my own, when I proceeded to slip out of my
shoes and stepped on the concrete ground in front of the

door in my socks...

Over time, however, | have realised that culture shock is
not something that just hits you like a flash of lightning.
It's something that creeps up on you, and what's worse; it
does so when you least expect it. What's more, it won't
happen in your first few weeks or even months here. It
may happen years later, just when you think that you have
finally come to grips with the 'Japanese ways' and know
everything there is to know about this country and its

people. It can also be very subtle indeed.

Throughout my years here I have learnt to appreciate so
many things, among them the sheer beauty of the country,
the convenience and the respect people display for each
other. I have learnt to adapt to ways of doing things in a
manner [ would never have thought possible. At the same
time I have come to realise that there are certain things I
will probably never get used to, where I may actually
secretly wish Japanese people would change and adapt
their ways to Western practices. But then, haven't they

already done so over the centuries in so many ways?

With this column (and what I hope will be a regular
feature in the 'Square' from now on) I wish to explore with
fellow foreigners what effect this country has had on me,
and perhaps show Japanese readers some points about
Japan that they themselves may not be aware of anymore,
simply because they are so ordinary to them. It is going to
be a very personal view, and I do not claim to speak the
minds of the whole foreign community here. At the same
time, this column is meant to adopt a light-hearted

approach and does not want to be taken too seriously.

I feel very fortunate to be given this opportunity in the
'Square’',

Rolf Wietlisbach-Kobayashi is a Swiss citizen married to a
Japanese and residing permanently in Japan. He arrived in
the country in 1996, has lived in Nagano Prefecture,
Tokyo and for the last three years in Narashino.
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C Lok In my grandpa's yard

KeEADHD Daffodils line up

—E# Making a perfect
straight line

Ahlunik I want to become

BEEL BHEL Ally,

LORIR/BYas A giant one

O The cherry tree is

KELEAALD Agreat bouquet

=7 Of flowers for all of us

1EfE A % Mother is

BoEHIz Planting flowers: her
back is hit

ZIEh 55 By warm sunlight

EFETT Snow has melted

FhA % & Cherry trees start to
show off,

PO A Hinting that they are
prima donnas

Z L iz Baby heads of
horsetails are

AhETHESB  Alldancing

24 LA With spring breeze

gL A sole plum flower
blooms

g /zI20 k> Atasunny spot

5 B DT Under the chilly sky

it E Returning home

YETET In evening darkness,

S] P I am met with white
light of cherry flowers

F741 2 Cherry trees bloom

FHIZHEA X I wish I could die

FAH In the spring

HE Under the cloud

—PE B dyed by the setting
sun,
an old cherry blooms
more charmingly
than ever

HER Fragrance of plum
flowers:

B 5 B it reminds me of the
days

FOoLHD when mother was
chasing her roosters

[5 0 % My favorite sunny
spot

TEICHG T is covered by fallen
cherry flowers

7T AL Today I will sunbathe
through my windows

PRHLD Cherry blossoms fall:

FED D The rice paddy is not
coated

H @ A 2 by dappled design




5 H13HENZ,

200641 (CERI8HFE) OfRE

BREIDNDES LI

N.LA.2006SE (Fil1B8FE) OEBEMEHBIREDE L
BLOBOBHNEBFELTVET.

sEAEICL

ﬁ%%éh m%ﬁ#m$§b¢o&%ﬁi

BEOTEIIONT IR S KB NE L, FEEHILRO L 550 TF,
FLLEENEFESISNF LR,

AL, Veifta—PRd - (e 4 RSEHERE S ANRME S, #2ICARIRER R (BEHHETRBETE)

SHHRAV vV SMEAaR) - B (BERH LB = PARIKRE) O3 KAHFISEEEhE L,

SEOERO W hE LA LL BBV =LE T,

20065F-F O il E1 |

- AJIER G5

2006 E REIETE
H | FHE GE#%) Aokl Tl 22 i R o
ER - AR— VHH
fESE (EH 1 M)
4 | B LA S DI PR T o e =71 51| B EaN7A 5 s s
il (4 H~6 HA)
HESD & Z v —Hifi kT 5 ET TR

aiffHIO#EfE (4 A~10A)

we (5/13)

SRy T PERIEE L
ZINE DR - website TREHFEE
i REAR SRS (5/15)

2EOO L (5/13)

6 | FZAN—HTHE | 2 2 HN—HTHEPFESRINOHIG| & 2 A0 —ih g DEFHRFE NIAZZ 7 x 7 B4 564T
SEFRRANOHIE | (6/8—6/19) Tl BEAhMFIEEERTI (6/30)]  BolE (6/1075E)
7 | HREO0EM | RS NS RE
8
9 | HE2® X < 58D EFOMER K U NIAZ 2 %z 7EBI5ERT
AR RS EIE (9/9F4E)
10 kAR 20 Ffe & R RIEGE | 23 A WHERRAT
(10H18H~25H)
11 | Wik ihi20R G | EHEF T AFRT 2 2 20—t | 2 2 AL — SR
AlaIH | RATRERA O &5 s
2 Z AN =B P - IEEOEE| N—xF 1 —-kE
B4 11A~1H) MRER
12 | HE20) Y =T 4 VT H— PN ] N.LA X2 % = 7 H165 51T
1 FHELBOE LS
2 4 A A IL—HinGEa - A A AT
3 | MHELD Eoy b Ty rr8—F 4 — N.IAZ 2 7 = 78175 R
A AL E s HAGE S 2 SARAE— L 2T 4 5L e
bikid AAFERS V74 7HE| Fv v b de ALT EflE (A 2 )
R (H ok AR) | @l A IE H 16:00~17:00)
-k (H - &)
- g ()
- EEHE ()
- GRS (BIH)
o “HTEE (H-K)
4 F—4H AT 4 SR
5 BB G~TH) O]
6 | HAXfLx 3+ -0 22N =T DI | 5 A H b= T D
RO xtE (6/8~6/19) | & DAEH
7 | RO EEED L& EOD HEZO ZH—=kE - FEK
WEE-2D (7/30)
YN F — AN
8
9 | R ORBEEED ﬂ%%&%&@~mﬁ)ﬁay%47§&§% IENO) N—2TLTRE
(9~12H
10 R 73 A WHERT
11 oAz A Z v — il Gk
R~ D X s
12 | XfbaliiES ARriE 2@ ) AT RARIS—F 4 —
1 XWEEERIEQ~3R) | i isae
2 | HHROBHEEG RO ANEKRE
3 | HEAXbE3:+—-@ A —-FRake P& =k

_8_



Q)

SHaREOIEICS! BEHHERE RS

HEH., yXAH—Y, ¥y3—YRILT 117 A TR
LEL & L TUIFL LpShAhERALBAESBAEAVAELRD

S HiEg oS TR NS S E
GHIE, F A=Y L JlikERT & 4R L C20ME T, 4 2 —Filie F4 VDY g — ¥ P70
FEAMA ¥, 2 2CH 27— Hilil 3 HARORERIAFT LT, TRARS LIRSS SEL 2T,
HRBEOORBLRE TR LD E T, & 2200~ lileh i3, FATEEFEL T 5 ARBREE LGB
EoIZLET,

! Z REER | & B
Bx| ABE | BEMWERS | 2L | X 2 i = es
®R. ONEEREBBL. P XU HaRE
7S 2MA
10R18g | BR (A@) % | 15:308| DL XP FSVARUBS(BEIAUET
1 oK) ProSUNE/F ¥ DL FEE, XRAANN—TOPLIICTINE
N—SUSNLE | 16 : 4018 X REDNS (VTIVY - voY3Y) KR b -
R IEY—=, R"TIN
[#ZRABN—BE 8]
R2AN—HHMEE S h)—3~OU—T)
$ATUR - AVYRE/—RYN—Ty kb
2 mage QRJ””‘”E ® g x STTBE F#7I—F— - ALHYaVE
£ % W/ PINVKBERZIRFA—ICTHE
[2Z2AN—4T 8]
RN R CO—To5
g WAH | 230 M—0T | g g X | 4% vaveys B F—r— bk
i F4. N—RFa— [4RA—HF 8]
TEG  AAA— V2085
RRA—Y - 33— RILTI0BE
4 ‘%ﬁ?a %Rﬁ”"&g & 8 X | smemmHsTEsEARRRORDS
’ G VRV OERE (GBS
[#zxAHI—v 8]
— —B. N—SUFNLA
WANR | ZES. P RSVUAA =
5 m%fa PrSUARE B DL % BATT. 0
EHANR | BHP FSUADRTIUA YavEwd O
4 [7F5v4 %l
&0, PSS ATRER
WY—FY - Jb—H— - 5 WO,
[REEbICEYR] MraESnt-v—AL
Yh-SYFIl - NOIESBATEAL| O
108238 =Y _ _ :
6| "y |PrIVABE | B | BAAR | W PESYABACHEYS—YT - | O
A= ovFURBEN, tREXDIEE
EOBYSIC NN ELESHEOBEER| O
DEEDR 1IHEOBEA ¥ DE TBEBL
IcPUTNRShhA - ISV 5r—Yav#C8
BEET [Fr5v4 ]
108248 sz | B ZEN o
7| Ong T | ProvamE | 10:308 | Th | 25 REORA wi
XBARTY (D) D)
g | 'R58 | mm (mm) B | 13:30% NER. RY. SEUETLL 90

BINE 20 HOTE (BHER: 7 75w MO EE, B, YREZETE 2L —FilililikEliZ R 22 EiH)
Bl RS : 20064 (CERk184E) 10H18H (K) ~25H (k) 78 H
BAMEBITASL : 308 (ZOAKTZOfMiE. FOA->TIZML FE W)
$bﬂa§ﬁ:5ﬁwa(ﬁ)~aﬁwﬁ(ﬁ)iﬁ
HUAH - WSO | BHFIC 047—452—2650

T275-0016 Mﬁﬁﬁmﬂmzm&/u—LW'mbwm 047 —452—2650

Website | ZEEFHEIE R MM E 4 B & MikEb i msd 242 2 ) v 21

_9_




B asiEh £33 Z F o ¥y oy

PSI\NIBIE NoS/ 7 » v # {LliED 5 &ﬁiw“?af,i s?lilliﬁ
%i%mﬁiltryeofmbm}

My selection method for this Honor Roll of Alabamians is truly arbitrary. Some of the famous
were born here and went elsewhere; others come from elsewhere but are remembered most for
what they did when they lived in Alabama. All of them were remarkable individuals who left a
lasting imprint. There is a feeling of pride when speaking of them. Here are brief sketches of
some of these individuals.

Booker T. Washington was born a slave in Virginia in 1856. He put himself through Hampton
Institute working as a janitor. Dedicated to improving the position of black Americans through
education, he became a teacher. In 1881, he founded the Tuskegee Normal and Industrial
# Institute in Tuskegee, Alabama.

George Washington Carver was also born a slave in Missouri in 1864. He managed to work his way through college,
earning two degrees at lowa Agricultural College. He was the first African American to serve on that university' s
faculty, and was later offered a position at Tuskegee by Booker T. Washington. He is known for his discoveries of
hundreds of products derived from peanuts and sweet potatoes.

Helen Keller, born in Tuscumbia, Alabama in 1880, became deaf and blind as a result of a fever in her infancy. In spite of
her disabilities, and thanks to an amazing teacher, she graduated from Radcliffe and became a dynamic advocate for
better treatment and education of the blind.

Rosa Parks was born in Tuskegee, Alabama, in 1913. Tired from her work as a seamstress, one day in 1955 she refused
to give up her seat on a bus to a white passenger.

This act of civil disobedience sparked the Montgomery bus boycott, one of the largest and most successful movements
against racial segregation in history.

Best selling author Truman Capote, who gained international fame for In Cold Blood, was born in New Orleans, in 1924.
He was raised in Monroeville, Alabama, where he became childhood friends with Harper Lee. Much of the character
description and local color in his fiction comes from his experiences in Alabama.

Harper Lee was born in 1926, in Monroeville, Alabama. She was a descendant of Civil War General Robert E. Lee. Her
father was a lawyer who was for a time a state senator and later the editor of the local newspaper. Her family
background, environment and education must have contributed to her powerful story, To Kill a Mockingbird, known in
Japanese as Arabama monogatari.

Coretta Scott King,, born near Marion, Alabama, in 1927, is probably best remembered as the widow of Martin Luther
King, Jr. After her husband’ s assassination, she carried on his work for racial equality and peaceful protest. She was
outspoken in her opposition to racism, poverty and war.

These are some of the individuals associated with Alabama who have made the most of their gifts and opportunities.
Their courage and energy inspire us to give our best.

A final note on “amazing individuals” in Alabama: The Narashino High School Band, who recently performed twice on
the stage of the Moody Music building here at UA, absolutely shimmered with good will and great music. Tuscaloosa
has lots of love and admiration for those young musicians and their teachers and sponsors.
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Boa tarde, meu nome e Luciana Moreira Kubota. Conheci meu marido no Brasil, que e Japones, e
tive que vir para o Japao mas eu nao esperava encotrar tantas Dificuldades, como o indioma e a
cultura, e me senti inutil por nao sader nada do Japao.Poisfoi ai que eu e meu marido procuromos
o NIA e comecei a estudar, o indioma e cultura. Eu nao esperava encontrar o que eu encontrei no

NIA, pessoas com coracao transparente como cristal, pessoas maravilhosas, professores volutarios

que ensinam com amor, carinho e muita paciencia, que me acolheu com os bracos abertos. Hoje
eu nao me sinto inutil, porque o NIA me ensinou que estrangeiro que viver no Japao pode ser feliz.(Ao mestres com

carinho) Ao NIA e aos senseis. Muito Obrigada.
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{Across)

1. Bonn is the capital city of the West

8. A soccer --- consist of 11 players in
the game.

9.He is —tall — I am.

11. Doctor of Science

12. Bushel (s)

13. Round vessel of earthenwarem,
glass, metal. etc.,

15. Look at attentively, run the eyes
over every part of.

17. The solid stony part of the earth's
crust.

19. Of great size or importance.

20.1 live --- Narashino city.

21. For example

23. Topographical Engineers

24. Going far down from the surface or
top.

26. Any act or method undertaken to
keep down expenses.
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{Down>
2. English Translation
3. (of) The colour of fresh blood.

4. A large quantity, amount, or number,

5. Opposite of PM.

6.Young, -——, Youngest,

7. Whim

10. As — as the bell rings the pupils go
into the classroom.

12. Food, or imitation of food, put on a
hook or in a net, etc.,

14. Tank Corps

16. Companion of the Bath.

18. (of points and edges) sharp.

22. An inlet

24, —-, did, done,

25. Opposite of AM.
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