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SOME BASIC FACTS
Nigeria is the most populous country in Africa, located in
the western part of the continent, bordering the Gulf of
Guinea and lying between Cameroon, i

Benin and the Republic of Niger.

The official language is English.
Other principal languages are |,
Yoruba, Igbo, Hausa and Fulani. ’
Apart from these, there are more
than 300 dialects, but English unites

Kaduna,

the nation, making communication llorin,
*0Ogbomoso
easy for young and old. . “Oshogbo

Nigeria covers an area of 923,768 sq
km, with a population of 123,337,822.
Its most important cities are Abuja,
Lagos, Ibadan, Kano, Zaria, Ile Ife and
Abeokuta.

HISTORY AND BACKGROUND

Although Nigeria is now operating under a democratic
federal constitution system of government, it has a pre-
colonial and colonial history.

The pre-colonial history dates back more than 2,000 years.
The Nok culture in the north worked on iron and
produced sophisticated sculptures. In the following
centuries the Hausa Kingdoms and Bornu became
important terminals of north-south trade, exchanging
ivory and a range of other products, while also being
engaged in slave trade. In the 1400s, the Yoruba Kingdom
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of Oyo was founded, under which commodities like
timber, cocoa and palm oil replaced the slave trade. In the
19th century, the Fulani leader Usman Dan Fodio brought
the Islamic crusade to the country.
The colonial period under the British
Empire ended in 1960, when Nigeria
achieved its independence, initially as
a constitutional monarchy and from
1963, when Nigeria’ s constitution
was adopted, as a republic.

Nigerian leadership then shifted

Malduguri,

hands between civilians and the
p military, until, following nearly 16
l\ years of military rule, a new
constitution was adopted in 1999,

leading to a peaceful transition to the
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#om  present civilian government led by
Mr. Olusegun Obasanjo.

The present administration promised to rebuild the
economy that had been mismanaged in the past. The
president is working hard to reform the petroleum-based
economy and improve the well being of every individual in
the country.

Nigeria is rich in natural resources such as crude oil and
minerals, which are less expensive than the ones found in
other parts of the world, attracting many foreign investors.
There are also agricultural resources like cocoa, rubber
and palm tree produce, which were the major export
products before crude oil was discovered.
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Nigeria is also blessed with great weather, although rain is
sparse in the north.

CULTURE

The cultural heritage varies widely across the country.
Nigerians love dance and music as a way of life. They
believe that both keep the soul alive. People perform with
a variety of musical instruments as a sign of warm-hearted
feelings towards their visitors.

When Nigerians receive important visitors in high
positions from other places, dance and music are usually
organised to welcome them. If Prime Minister Koizumi,
for example, visits Nigeria, it will certainly not be out of
place to receive him with such a welcoming, and he might
as well be given the opportunity to try out his dancing
skills.

Nigeria displayed this culture and way of life to Japan
during the 2005 Aichi Expo in Nagoya, where the
Japanese audience were treated to waist wriggling and fast
dance rhythms.

Soccer is another great subject of interest for Nigerians,
being the only sport that really unites Nigerians. Locally,
there is a club league system, but aside from it there are
lots of Nigerians playing in foreign clubs as well. It is
unfortunate, though, that the national team could not
make it to this year' s World Cup, but they have been to
many before and even won the 1996 Atlanta Olympic
soccer tournament.

At the very time of writing this article (January 2006), the
African Nations Cup is being held in Egypt. The Nigerian
team is doing great, and I am sure that back home in
Nigeria everybody is watching and enthusiastically
supporting their team.

Nigeria is developing very fast, and businesses are
growing both in private and public sectors. The IT sector
is the fastest growing, and the cellular phone business, for
example, is developing at a very high rate. There is at least
one cellular phone in every home now, even
outnumbering landlines.

There are many religions in Nigeria. Christianity and
Islam form the majority, with a share of approximately
45% or more each, while the remaining minority consists

of traditional religions. The majority of Nigerians believe
in Almighty God, and this may be the reason why you see
so many people in good spirits, even if they are poor, as
there is a belief of hope that things will soon be all right.
There are lots of schools, private and public, from nursery
to university. To every home education is important, and
every parent tries as much as possible to send their
children to schools.

Education is free, except for private schools.

REFLECTION

One reason for
writing this is to
enlighten any
Japanese who
may still think
that people in
Africa live with
wild
animals, as I was
recently asked

various

about by a new
colleague of mine.
People live like in
most advanced ﬁ
countries, except if
that the stage of
development may be a little bit behind. However, the
country is catching up fast with the latest trends found in
other parts of the world, and there are lots of people going
on tours in the country. If you are interested, such a tour
could be organized for you as a group of family, friends
and the likes.

It has been a great pleasure and honour for me to write
about Nigeria and to let Japanese people know a little
about the country, its past and present, its culture, values
and beliefs. A special thank you to NIA for giving me the
opportunity to write this article, which I hope is going to
be useful and educational for anyone who reads it.
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Alabamians have contributed a great deal to American culture, traditional and modern, to art
and literature and life. Let me introduce a few of our local treasures.

Figures in sports who will be familiar to many include the baseball hall-of-famers Willie Mays,
from Westfield, and Hank Aaron, from Mobile. About the latter it was once said, "Trying to
throw a fastball by Henry Aaron is like trying to sneak a sunrise past a rooster." Athlete and
& civic leader Jesse Owens, who was born in Oakville, excelled at track, and won four gold
L ¥ medals in the 1936 Summer Olympics in Berlin.

In music, some of the best known musicians in their various fields had their roots in Alabama.
Lionel Hampton, born in Louisville, played with the Benny Goodman Quartet before he left to form the only black-owned
orchestra in the 1940s. Nat "King" Cole came from Birmingham, but grew up in Chicago, studying piano with his mother
and playing the organ and singing in his father's church. He is remembered for his jazz piano as well as his vocals, such
as It's only a paper moon and Mona Lisa.
Country singer Hank Williams, Sr., was born in Butler County, Alabama, and learned to play guitar from a street blues
singer. His top selling singles include Jambalaya and Cold, Cold Heart. Dinah Washington, from Tuscaloosa, has been
called the Queen of Harlem Blues. Contemporary with Lionel Hampton, whose band she joined, and Hank Williams,
whose song she sang, she won a Grammy Award for Best Rhythm and Blues Performance with What a Diffrence a Day
Makes. Another Lionel will serve as a book end to this abbreviated section on musicians from Alabama. Lionel Richie,
born in Tuskegee, was the lead singer of the Commodores, the most popular soul group of the 70s. He wrote Lady for
Kenny Rogers, collaborated with Michael Jackson on the charity single We Are The World by USA For Africa, and sang a
duet with Diana Ross on the theme song for the film Endless Love.

This introduction doesn't begin to touch on the educators, scientists, authors and civic leaders whose names
have inspired generations. To learn more about outstanding individuals from our state, visit the following web sites.
Famous Alabamians http://www.50states.com/bio/alabama.htm 3
African-American Alabama History http://www.archives.state.al.us/activity /actvty13.html

Or better yet, visit Alabama! Check out the homes and the roots of these cultural
legacies. There is much to enjoy, and much about the south to learn!
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Hello !

MICHELLE TRACY CLARK (h7%H8)
My name is Michelle and I'm from Victoria, Canada. I grew up near the world famous
Butchart Gardens and even worked there for one summer while I was in University.
studied Linguistics at the University of Victoria, and, although I had vowed never to teach
ESL, I decided to come to Japan to teach English. I had taken four years of Japanese in

High School, but that was over 12 years ago so when I got off the plane the only Japanese
! b I could remember was 'jitensha' and 'ikimashou'. Japan has more conc rete than what I
am used to but I used to check for bears before leaving my residence when I lived on the Sunshine Coast in
BC. Japan has more sunshine than I have seen in my life, I am used to rain and cloud so this winter has been

wonderful.
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I.To suspend

4. Fellow of the Institute of Chemistry

7. Fellow of the Entomological Society

9. New Hampshire

10. Southeast

12. A capital city of the Nigeria.

14. Daughter of the American
Revolution

16. The colour of fresh blood.

17. The gaseous mixture surrounding
the earth.

18. Incorporated

19, -, stood, stood.

21. Television

23.1 thought you wanted to have this,
--- [ bought it for you.

24. Committee for Economic
Development

26. National Rifle Association

27. Part of the earth's surface
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1.A day — twenty-four hours.

2.Norman French

3. Set of toothed wheels working togeth-
er in a machine.

5.To force in.

6. One of the republican country situat-
ed in North Africa.

8.South Britain

11. Special article or discussion of news in
a newspaper, etc.,

13. Vase, usually with the stem and base.

15. Associate of the Royal Academy

17. Association

18. Thought: Picture in the mind.

20. North Carolina

22. By the way of.

24. Doctor
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# It makes me feel sad to hear about an increasing
number of incidents in Japan where construction
companies and developers deliberately deceive buyers
of condominiums in blatant disregard of regulations
and common sense, fully aware that they put the lives
of people at risk. It seems to prove that we cannot
easily trust professionals we need to rely on, in Japan
just as much as anywhere else.
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