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Austria: not just the Sound of Music
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“Cream colored ponies and crisp apple
strudels, doorbells and sleigh bells and
schnitzel with noodles” : few musical pro-
ductions have shaped the image of Austria

valleys, hills, lakes as well as lowlands in the
east. The Danube (Donau) is its largest river,
flowing west-east from Germany, crossing
the Danube valley and Vienna before it exits
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Geographical facts

Austria, situated in the heart of Europe with a
population of 8 million inhabitants, is
surrounded by eight neighbouring countries.
Stretching only 560 kilometres east to west
and 280 north to south it is a country of
diverse natural beauty. Two thirds of Austria
are covered by mountains, the rest consists of

SLOVENIA recreational paradise for

outdoor activities.

History

Austria was first mentioned in 996 as
“Ostarrichi” when it was ruled by the
Babenberg dynasty who originated from
neighbouring Bavaria. Under the Babenbergs
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Austria greatly expanded and was granted the
status of dukedom by the Holy Roman Empire
in 1156. After a brief intermission during
which Austria fell under Bohemian rule,
Austria’ s most notorious dynasty the
Habsburgs, took over in 1278 after the
Bohemian King Ottokar died at the Battle of
Marchfeld near Vienna. Under the Habsburg
reign,Austria managed to increase its
territorial and political influence in Central
Europe. In 1453,Rudolf IV was crowned Holy
Roman Emperor, a title the Habsburgs
retained until 1806. Political aims that could
not be reached through war were achived
through marriage. The Latin proverb “Bella
gerunt alii, tu felix Austria nube” (while
other lead wars, marry, fortunate Austria)
proved to be successful: Emperor Maximilan’'s
marriage to Maria of Burgundy added
Burgundy and the Netherlands to their
empire, and the marriage of Maximilian's
son, Philip to Princess Juana of Castille gave
them control over Spain and South America,
creating an empire in which the sun did not
set. The following centuries were marked by
Europe’s struggle against the Ottoman Empire
which conquered large parts of Southeastern
Europe as well as religious conflicts between
Catholics and Protestants. The 18th century
saw Austria losing most of its Spanish
possessions, but also undergo fundamental
reforms under Empress Maria Theresia.
Under her rule, Austria turned into a modern
state with central administration. During the
Napoleonic wars in the beginning of the 19th
century Austria lost most of its Italian lands.
After the revolution of 1848 absolute
monarchy was restored under Emperor Franz
Joseph. The Habsburgs ruled until 1918 when
the Austro-Hungarian Empire suffered defeat
and was geographically reduced to Austria’s
current borders. The years leading up to the
Anschluss (Austria’s occupation by Hitler
Germany) were turbulent and culminated in a
short civil war in 1934. Austria was part of
Germany until 1945 when it was liberated by
Allied forces. The Americans, the British, the
French and the Soviets administered Austria
until 1955 (a situation depicted in Graham
Green's book “The Third Man”, made into the
famous motion picture by Carole Reed,

starring Orson Wells and Joseph Cotton).
Austria became independent and “perman-
ently neutral” in 1955 and remained a
strategic hub in the era of Cold War.
Eventually, Austria joined the European
Union in 1995 and held presidency in 1998.
In 2006 Austria will again hold EU Presidency
for six months.

Culture

Music

It has often been stated that, while being a
tiny nation, Austria is a cultural powerhouse,
famous in particular for music. During the
Habsburg rule, a lot of composers and
musicians came to Austria, and enjoyed the
prolific cultural atmosphere created under
the Habsburg tutelage. Some of the most
famous Austrian composers
are Joseph Haydn (1732-
1809): a typical classicist,
Haydn was the music direc-
tor to the influential Ester-
hazy family. He composed 19
operas, 108 symphonies (his
most famous piece is Sym-
phony No 102 in B-flat major) and un-
countable string quartets, sonatas and piano
trios. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791):
although he died when he was only 35 years
old, Mozart had an invaluable impact on
music history. He was only six when he
started to perform (after having mastered the
harpsichord at three and the violin at five).
He became the director of the archbishop of
Salzburg's orchestra with 14. In 1781 he
relocated to Vienna. His oeuvre consists of 24
operas (the most notorious being The Magic
Flute, The Marriage of Figaro, Don Giovanni
and Cosi fan Tutte), 49 symphonies, and
countless concertos, string quartets and
sonatas. The year 2006 will see this world-
famo us composer’'s 250th anniversary with
many events planned all over the globe.
Franz Schubert (1797-1828): Schubert was one
of the last exponents of the Vienne School’s
classical period. He was famous for reintro-
ducing lyrical songs (Lieder). He composed 9
symphonies (his most famous being the
“Unfinished Symphony” composed at 25), 11
overtures, 7 masses as well as 450 piano works
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among many other pieces. Schubert died at
the young age of 31 with most of his oeuvre
first performed after his death. Strauss
Dynasty & Viennese waltz: the waltz
originated in Vienna in the early 19th
century and was soon all the rage all over
Europe. Johann Strauss the Elder was one of
its first exponents (he also composed the
popular Radetzkymarsch, performed by the
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra during
theirannual New Year's concert). However, it
is Johann Strauss the Younger (1825-1899)
who is usually Associated with waltz. He
composed over 400 waltzes and is responsible
for one of Austria’'s most famous melodies, the
Blue Danube.

Other world-famous Austrian composers
include Christoph Willibald Gluck (1714-
1787), Anton Bruckner (1824-1896), Franz
Liszt (1811-1826) and Arnold Schoenberg
(1874-1951). Austrian orchestras still enjoy
world fame, such as the Vienna Philharmonc,
the Vienna Boys €Choir, the Wiener
Staatsoper,the Musikverein, etc. Salzburg and
Vienna in particular hold the most important
music festivals each year.

Food

While Austria is certainly renowned for other
arts such as painting, architecture, theatre
and literature as well, a short summary of
Austrian culture would be incomplete without
taking a look at its cuisine. The Austrian
kitchen has been influenced by surrounding
countries and focuses on meat such as Wiener
Schnitzel (escalope) or Tafelspitz (boiled beef
with apple and horseradish sauce). Austrian
menus usually start with a soup, some of
which are quite unique: Leberknoedelsuppe
(clear soup with liver dumplings),
Frittatensuppe (clear soup with shredded
pancake), Markknoedelsuppe (bone-marrow
soup with dumplings) or Gulaschsuppe (beef
soup with vegetables and a lot of paprika).
Aside from a rich sortiment of Wurst
(sausages)and Kaese (cheese) Austria is
famous for its cakes. Apfelstrudel is even
mentioned in “The Sound of Music” . Other
popular desserts include Palatschinken
(crepes), Marillenknoedel (apricot dump-
lings) and Guglhupf (a cake shaped like a

mountain). A visit to Vienna would not be
complete without having tried Sachertorte
(the chocolatecake produced by the Hotel
Sacher in Vienna).

Austria - well worth a visit!
While music and food are only two aspects of
theattractions Austria has to offer, there is a
lot more. Austria is famous for the outdoor
activities is offers to sport aficionados - in
summer (walking, hiking, paragliding, etc.)
and in winter (skiing and snowboarding).
The landscape is spectacular and the
environment is clean, due to one of the
strictest environmental laws in Europe.
Transportation is easy and traveller-friendly,
the climate (Austria lies in the Central
European climatic zone) is quite mild with
four distinctive seasons.
For more information about trips to Austria
and cultevents such as the Mozart Year 2006
please consult http://www.austria.info
Voice
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Haiku
a short poem of seventeen syllables written in 5-7-5
meter. Haiku originated from the medieval haikai or
haikai-no-renga, the improvised short poems in
which wit and humour were emphasized. Matsuo
Basho (1644-1694), a great poet and essayist of the
Edo period (1603-1867), established haikai as a
literary art. The two basic rules are to regulate the
poem metrically and to include in it a word
expressing one of the four seasons (kigo). Haikai
poetry won general popularity in the late Edo period.
However, in the Meiji period “

(1868-1912) an innovation
was brought about by
Masaoka Shiki (1867-1902)
and others, who advocated a
realistic representation of
nature. The term haiku, a
new name for haikai, very
often refers to this moder-

nized short poem.
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Tuscaloosa is a small city located in west Alabama on the banks of the Black Warrior river.
Before the European settlers arrived in the area, Black Warrior Village (just west of the current
downtown Tuscaloosa) had been the home of native American tribes since the late 1500s. The
primary native tribes in this part of Alabama were the Creeks and the Choctaws. One of the
Native Americans who lived here was Chief Tuskaloosa, which meant black warrior in his
language. Chief Tuskaloosa gave his name to the city, to the river, and to the county they are
both located in. The original Black Warrior Village was burned by the army of General Coffee
in 1813 during the Creek War. In 1816, the first white settlement of Tuscaloosa began.
Alabama became a state in 1819 and Tuscaloosa served as state capital from 1826 to 1847 when the capitol was moved to

its present location in Montgomery. The University of Alabama was established in Tuscaloosa and began operation in
1831 with 52 students. In 1860, the university was converted to a military university for the duration of the War Between
the States. In 1865, all but four of the University of Alabama buildings were burned by Union troops. Visitors to
Tuscaloosa can see the remains of the old capitol and the four buildings that were left standing on campus.

Today the city of Tuscaloosa and the University of Alabama are both thriving and growing. Tuscaloosa has a population
0f 77,906, and the University of Alabama has had an enrollment of over 20,000 students for the past 2 years.

As the home of the University of Alabama, Stillman College, and Shelton State Communicty College, Tuscaloosa offers
different types of entertainment. Those who are interested in music, theater, dance, films and art, can attend cultural
events in and around Tuscaloosa. The Tuscaloosa Symphony Orchestra, the University of Alabama Moody Music
Facility, the Kentuck Arts Center and Museum as well as the Kentuck Art Festival, the Bama Theater and the Bean
Browne Theater are a few examples of the wide variety of cultural offerings. Spectator sports are another popular form
of entertainment in Tuscaloosa. The University of Alabama football is by far the most popular sport. In fact, many fall
weekends are marked by an influx of fans in large recreational vehicles who come to cheer the Crimson Tide. However,
the university and two colleges also offer a year-round schedule of sports including basketball, baseball, tennis, women's
soccer and gymnastics. In addition to the river that runs through town, there are several man-made lakes near
Tuscaloosa. Therefore, water sports such as boating , swimming and water-skiing are popular during the many warm

months.

As you can see, if you visit us here in Tuscaloosa, and we hope that you will, you will é é A
find a variety of sightseeing and entertainment opportunities to keep you busy.
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Muito oburigada A
EMELYN SATO(ZSY)LHE)

Boa tarde, Eu me chamo Emelyn Sato. Vim para o Japao a trahalho ja estou aqui fazum ono..Os
primeiros meses foram dificeis pela culturas taodiferente da ninha e por ndo do minar a lingua. E
foi por isso que procurei o NIA , para tentai entender aprender umpouco dessa cultura.Ja ndo dez
meses junto com essa maravilhosa,minha profesora Nakahara Akiko,dedicad-issima,e muito
paciente. Que durante esses meses tem me prestado grande ajuda e me ensinado muito oburigado
ao NIA e a Sensei.
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1. Capirtal city of Austria. 1

4. Royal College of Surgeons

7 . Committee for
Development

9. A chemical symbol for Aluminum

10. -, went, gone,

12. The artery which carries blood from
the heart.

14. Very small piece

Economic

[ B 5 o R % B

16. A small insect burrowing in earth or 8.
. Blunt

.Knock

in wood and living in communities. 11
17. Officer's Training Corps 13
18. International Phonetic of Association

19. Pleasing combinations of sounds in 15:
rhythm and harmony. 17.
21. Post Scriptum 18.

23.---he a Japanese? No, he---a Chinese.
24. A deity, an idol, the supreme being.
26. A drink made by steeping these

cured leaves in boiling water. 22.
27. Want, Require 25.

20.

{Down>
. (cause to) Move from side to side or

up and down.

. East Central

. Tidy or skillful

.Doze

. Long, thin, narrow piece of wood or

metal.
-— you know what he is?

Indian Civil Service

Leave out

Painting of a sacred person(lmage,
idol)
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What does Global Citizenship look like ?
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Inspector General
Unhappy, causing unhappy feelings.
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# There are really hard times as we may call it, say,
things cause by natural disaster like earthquakes,
tsunami, or the man-made ones such as war, bullying
situation, etc. Let your insight deal with the

(MJS)
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T, ZHEOA -2 ) TERETS LK. 2

complexities of life.
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