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M (Director,Japan Program, The University of Alabama)

Today,Alabama plays a vital role in the nation’ s future. Huntsville, called Rocket City,
U.S.A,, is the site of the Redstone Arsenal and the George C. Marshall Space Flight Center.
Scientists at Huntsville developed many important rockets and space vehicles, including the
Saturn 5 rocket system that carried the first astronauts to land on the moon.

The name Alabama comes from the name of an Indian tribe that once lived in the region.
These Indians called themselves the Alibamu, meaning I open (or I clear) the thicket.
Many cities in Alabama have Indian names, including Tuscaloosa, which was named after
Chief Tuscaloosa and means black warrior.

Alabama has a mild climate. January temperatures average about 11 degrees centigrade
in the southern part of the sate and about 8 degrees centigrade in the north. July temperatures average about 27 degrees
throughout the state. Alabama’ s lowest temperature, -33 degrees centigrade occurred on January 30, 1966. The highest
temperature was 44 degrees on September 5, 1925. Alabama’ s annual precipitation averages from about 165 centimeters
on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico to 135 centimeters in the north near the Appalachian Mountains. Snow falls in the
northern part of the state, but is rare in the south.

Alabama became the 22nd state of the USA. on December 14, 1819. It ranks 29th in size among all the states, with a
population of approximately 4.5 million people. About a fourth of the people in Alabama are African-Americans. Other
large population groups in the state include people of Irish, English, German, and American Indian descent. The
population density is 33 persons per square kilometer; the US average is 30 persons per square kilometer. Fifty-five
percent of the population lives in urban communities and Alabama has 24 cities with populations of 20,000 or more.

Birmingham, the largest city, developed as a steelmaking center. Today, Birmingham is an important center of service
industries, particularly medical services. Huntsville, Mobile, Montgomery, and Tuscaloosa have kept the attractiveness
of small communities in spite of their rapid growth. Huge oak trees arch over wide boulevards in many downtown areas.
Stately old homes, reminiscent of scenes from the movie “Gone with the Wind", add to the charm and dignity of these
cities.

Tuscaloosa, with a population of approximately 80,000 is the home of The University of Alabama, the state’ s oldest
university founded in 1821. It is the 4th largest city in Alabama after Birmingham, Huntsville, Mobile, and Montgomery.
It was also the capital of the state in the 1800’ s.

In conclusion, it can be said that Alabama and the South, in general, are known for the warm hospitality of their
people. This is especially true in Tuscaloosa. It is hoped that the people of Narashino City will come to visit its sister city
of Tuscaloosa and to experience “southern hospitality” first hand. We are waiting for you!
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6.

8.

State in North-Eastern U.S.A. It is
the country's most economically
important state.

Put (paint, clay, plaster, etc.)
roughly on a surface.

Until

10. Radio Telegraphy
11. Company

12.
14.

15.
16.
17.

On

In machinery, a rotating or sliding
projection, as on a wheel, for
receiving or imparting motion,

The colour of fresh blood.

One of the four stations in baseball.
There is - egg on table.

18. A chemical symbol for Radium.

19.
20.

22.
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Suffix denoting profession.

Having no or not much hair, not
many feathers, trees, leaves, etc..
Having had much or long experi-
ence, esp. as a soldier.

{Down)

1. Inborn: native

2. War Department

3. Thread prepared for knitting, weav-
ing, etc., esp. Woolen thread.

4. A way from a place.

5. A chemical symbol for Rubidium.

7. (In baseball)Hit that allows the batter
to run round all the bases without
stopping.

9. Not closed or enclosed, so that people
and things can go in, out, or throgh.

11. Box or container.

13. Officer of the Day.

14. Central America

16. A larger bundle or closely packed
package.

18. Animal like but larger than a mouse.

20. What time will you — there?

21. Doctor
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Join the Narashino International Association!

If you are interested in international affairs or promoting international
exchange, or if you just want to make friends, be a member of N.I.A.!
Tel/Fax 047-452-2650
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Contact the N.I.A. office:
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# With the London terror attacks it has been proven once
again that we cannot feel safe from such atrocities and
that Japan could be targeted at any time. I find it sad
that while we commemorate the end of WW2 and the
dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki 60 years ago, the world has apparently still
not learnt from those mistakes in the 20th century. Not
only are there still wars going on, but now we also have
to protect ourselves from the unpredictability of terror
attacks. Let's hope we can finally achieve world peace
during the course of this century!
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