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INDIA...a land for all seasons

by - Soma Chaudhury

With a land area of 3.3 million square kilometers and a INDIA-..a land for il seasond
population of a staggering 1027 million (2001 census), b = Soma Chhaudhun}
the beautiful subcontinent of INDIA says “Namastey” !! ,:~* INDIA
India lies in south Asia, between Pakistan, China and ..mu\.::? States and Union Territories

i N

Nepal. To the north it is bordered by the world" s
highest mountain chain, The Himalayas, where foothill = "™

valleys cover the northernmost of the country s 26
states. Further south, plateaus, tropical rain forests and
sandy deserts are bordered by palm fringed beaches.

Side by side with the country’ s amazing topographical
variations, is its cultural diversity, the result of the _
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coexistence of a number of religions as well as local sl -y

tradition. ; ’/H“ yciadvicn
In the "Thar” desert of Kutch, Gujarat (West India), on
the other hand, a scattering of villages pit themselves
against the awesome forces of nature, resulting in \s/

Spartan lifestyles made vibrant by a profusion of _
jewelry and ornamental embroidery. In the extreme s s s e
north is the high altitude desert of Ladakh. Up there, local culture is visibly shaped by
Buddhism, as well as by the harsh terrain. Again, yet another facet of Indian culture is
observed in the colorful tribal lifestyles of the north eastern states of Nagaland, Mizoram,
Tripura and Manipur with their folk culture.

India’ s mountains provide skiing, river rafting, mountaineering and trekking. Its beaches
provide lazy sun-bathing as well as wind surfing and snorkeling, and its jungles provide
“shooting” wildlife - with a cameral!!!!
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National Insignia e 4
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Flag : The horizontal tri-color is in equal proportion of deep saffron on the top, white
in the middle with the blue “Wheel of Law” , and dark green at the bottom.

Natlonal Blrd The Peacock National Ammal The Tiger.
3 "t- tr‘rs' N
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National Fruit : The Mango. National Flower : The Lotus. National Sports Hockey.
s #
2 v ﬁ -i ~
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A very brief look into the past
The history of India is shrouded in antiquity. It goes back to 3,200 BC when
Hinduism was first founded. The country has been thought of as a nation of
philosophers with a well-developed and even idyllic society. Excavations of
sites belonging to the Harappan era show that the people lived in brick
houses in towns with excellent drainage. One of the oldest scriptures in the
world is the four-volume Vedas that is regarded as the repository national
thoughts that anticipated some of the modern scientific discoveries. Despite
formidable barriers in the form of the mighty Himalayas and oceans, India
- also received a succession of foreigners, many of them carrying swords and
guns. But nearly all of them stayed on. Out of these waves of immigration has
emerged the composite culture of India and made it a land of unity in diversity. India became a
land of assimilation and learning, a land of change and continuity. The Aryans were among
the first to arrive in India, which was inhabited by the Dravidians. Others who came here
included Greeks, Persians, Mughals and then the British, Portugese and French. Over the years,
there have been many major ruling dynasties. As a consequence of India’ s size, the history of
the country has seldom been the same for two adjoining territories, and its great natural
wealth has lured a succession of plunderers, traders, and foreign influences to it, each having
left their imprint in the country, however faint or localized.
People India is a country with probably the largest and most diverse mixture of races. All the
five major racial types - Australoid, Mongoloid, European, Caucasian and Negroid - find
representation among the people of India, who are mainly a mixed race.?
Languages India has about 17 major languages and 844 different dialects. The Sanskrit of the
Aryan settlers has merged with the earlier Dravidian vernaculars to give rise to new
languages. Hindi spoken by about 45 per cent of the population is the national language. But it
is actually English that has maintained its importance as a language for official
communication.?
Religion Nearly every major religion in the world is represented in India, which is also the
land of the Lord Buddha and Lord Mahavira, the founders of Buddhism and Jainism. Also,
religions like Sikhism, Judaism. Zoroastrianism, Christianity and Islam all exist within the

country today.
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Art & Cultural Heritage

Painting India has very strong but ancient traditions in painting. The
evidence lies in the fresco paintings of the caves of “Ajanta and Ellora” ,
the Buddhist palm leaf manuscripts and the Jain texts. Religion had a great
influence on the early Indian paintings. The Bengal renaissance and
modern art, influenced by Europe, also made their mark. The doyen of Indian
modern art, Abanindranath Tagore, used Japanese and Chinese techniques in
his paintings and drawings. The Nobel laureate, Rabindranath Tagore, who

had a very close relationship with Japan, was an accomplished painter.
Dance The origin of classical dance in India goes back to 2BC when the ancient treatise on
dance, “Natya Shastra” , was compiled. Dance in India is guided by mythology, legend and
classical literature. Classical dance forms have rigid rules for presentation. Among the leading
forms of classical dance are Bharat Natyam, Kathakali, Kathak, Manipuri, Odissi, Kuchipudi and
Mohini Attam. In addition, there are numerous forms of folk and tribal dances in India.?
Films The country leads the world in the output of movie films, with more than 900 produced
annually. They command an enormous domestic market and have become increasingly popular
abroad, particularly in Asia, Africa and North America. The major production centers are
Mumbai, Madras (Chennai) and Calcutta. There has been widespread recognition of Indian
artistes and directors at film festivals in different parts of the world. The late Satyajit Ray from
Bengal was awarded many prestigious international awards including the Oscar Academy
Award in 1992 for Lifetime Achievement in Cinema.?
Music The ancient Indians believed in the divine origin of music. The purest form of sound was
considered equal to cosmic energy. As a result, music and the Almighty were always closely
intertwined.?

E
INDIA TODAY
Modern India is home alike to the tribal with his
anachronistic lifestyle and to the sophisticated

urban jetsetter. It is a land where temples and elephants exist amicably with the microchip. Its
ancient monuments are the backdrop for the world" s largest democracy where atomic energy
is generated and industrial development has brought the country within the world" s top ten
nations. Today, fishermen along the country’ s coastline fashion simple fishing boats in a
centuries old tradition while, a few miles away. motor vehicles glide off conveyor belts in
state-of-the-art factories.

India as a tourist destination

20,000 respondents from over 167 countries participated in the annual Lonely Planet Pulse
Survey. After Australia, rated as the top global destination, the most desired destinations to visit
were Chile, Brazil, New Zealand and India. “A vast majority of travelers would rather explore a
new culture than chill out - 95% of respondents said that exploring other cultures when

]

traveling is important or very important to them,” the survey said.

With the crowning glory of the “Taj Mahal”, representing the ] G
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symbol of love and imagination, and given her rich cultural
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Director,Japan Program, The University of Alabama

As Narashino City and the City of Tuscaloosa celebrate their 20th year anniversary, I
would like to introduce you to the State of Alabama which is the home of Tuscaloosa. Since
this is the first in four articles about Tuscaloosa, I thought it would be helpful to explain first
a little about the history and background of the state. Future articles will focus more on
Tuscaloosa and The University of Alabama.

Alabama, one of the Southern States of the United States, is known as the Heart of Dixie.
% Alabama occupies a central place in the history of the southern states. The Constitution of

dwelling Indians lived in Alabama and excavations have revealed the details of their lives from 8,000 years ago. Later, the

the Confederacy was drawn up in Montgomery, the state capital, in 1861. The Alabama
Capitol served as the first Confederate Capitol. Before the Europeans came to America, cliff

Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, and Chickasaw Indians lived in the region. Alabama was first visited by the Spaniards in the
1500" s and was discovered by Hernando Desoto in 1540 according to all historical accounts. The first permanent group
of Europeans were French, however, and Fort Louis near Mobile was the first permanent white settlement in Alabama.
The settlement was the capital of French Louisiana until 1722, when New Orleans became the capital of the Louisiana
territory. In the mid-1800" s, the French gave most of their colony to Britain and the territory of Alabama then fell
under British control. Some 20 years later in 1783 the British gave the region to Spain after a victorious Spanish attack.
Then through a negotiated treaty between the United States Congress and the Spanish, most of Alabama became part of
the United States in 1798. It was not until 1819 that all of Alabama officially became one of
the United States of America. Thus, the flags of Spain, France, England, and the

Confederacy have all flown over the land of the state of Alabama.
The state flag, adopted in 1895, bears a crimson cross on a white field. The flag’ s cross is

suggestive of the Confederate battle flag, used during the War Between the States, which is

referred to as the Civil War in Alabama as well as in most other southern states. The state

seal, first adopted in 1819, has a map of Alabama that shows the state’ s rivers and

bordering states. The rivers served as important shipping 7 7 1IN MO
routes when Alabama had few good roads. Today, the rivers remain vital to the state as
sources of hydroelectric power. The Black Warrior River runs through the city of
Tuscaloosa.

The camellia is the state flower, the state stone is marble, and the state tree is the

Southern long- leaf pine. Narashino City accepted a Southern long-leaf pine from Tuscaloosa

T SIS OIEH X 1) 7 many years ago in recognition of the sister-city relationship.
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{Across)

1.

9.
11.
. Bill of Lading
13.
15.

17.
19.
20.
21.
23.
24.

26.

A big port city in northern Germany
which stands at the mouth of the
Elbe.

. A fold of a thread, rope, etc.,

through which another thread or
rope can be passed.

Royal Academy

District Attorney

He is eight years—.

Implement held in the hand and
used by workmen, e. g. gardeners,
carpenters, builders, ...

give, —-, given,

North-northeast

Recording Secretary

A chemical symbol for Aurum.
North Riding

A skin condition, common among
young people, that produces a lot
of red spots on the face and neck.
A mechanical contrivance made by
human hands, as an airplane, auto-
mobile, etc..
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{Down)

2

American League

3. Bow(the head) slightly and quickly as

23]

7

10.
12.

14

22.
24.

a sign of agreement or as a familiar
greeting.

. Small open vessel for traveling on

water, esp. rowing-, sailing- fishing-,...

.Come-- here and look at the view.
-Room or building for the display of

works of art.

. List of items, events, etc.,(e. g. for a

concert, play at the theater).
Cry of sorrow or anxiety.

A former capital city of the West
Germany which situated on the
Rhine.

. Discharged Veteran
16.
18.

London is situated-—- The Thames.

individually.
A prefix meaning one, single,
Alpine Club

25. Prefix meaning to make, cause,
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