Narashino International Association

W AABN—-YHERZRGRE
BRARDPOTROA LI EA

Where and what is Scotland

"Scotland, ah yes, that's part of England, isn't it". Thisisa
phrase I've heard all too often since I came to Japan,
although I never tire of the opportunity to tell a little about
my home country. Here are a few quick facts. Scotland is
part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland (UK), which also comprises England, Wales and of
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many hundreds, and perhaps thousands of years.
Scotland first became known as Scotland during the 10th
Century AD, and following was a long battle between
Scotland and England. The most bloody period began
when Edward I came and stole the Stone of Scone, on
which Scottish kings had long been crowned. What
followed has become popularly known through Mel

course Northern Ireland. The population
of Scotland is 5,062,011, smaller than that
We are led
constitutionally by Her Majesty Queen

of London or Tokyo.

Elizabeth II, who wields no real power,
but remains popular. Tony Blair is the
Prime Minister of the UK, and has done a

Gibson's movie Braveheart, with battles
at Stirling Bridge in 1297 (England won),
Falkirk in 1298 (England won) and
Bannockburn in 1314 (Scotland won).
However, Scotland had the last laugh
when, under the Act of Union of 1707,
England and Scotland finally became one

fine job in creating a world-class financial e nation and a Scot, James VI of Scotland,
system, but hasn't managed to do i PR became the king of both countries. The

anything about the terrible rail network.
Scotland also has its own parliament,

seated in the capital, Edinburgh, and led

struggle continued for long after,
famously when the Scots were beaten by
the English at Culloden in 1745, after

by Jack McConnell. The parliament has powers to deal
with any domestic Scottish issues, education, healthcare,
and to vary taxation rates. In sports such as football
("soccer") and rugby, Scotland competes as its own team,
but, in other sports and in the Olympics we compete
alongside England and Wales as Great Britain.

Scotland vs England.

Scotland and England have a long history stretching back

which the wearing of tartan and the playing of bagpipes,
Scotland's own musical instrument, were banned.
However, to this day Scots continue to play an important
part in British life, perhaps too much for the average
Englishman. Mr Blair himself is a Scot, born in
Edinburgh and perhaps one of the most revered figures in
world football, Sir Alex Fergueson, manager of

Manchester United also comes from the Bonny country.
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"Donald, where’'s yer troosers? "

(a sample conversation between a Scotsman,
Donald, and a foreign national, Mr Hashimoto)
Hashimoto—"So why do Scotsmen like to wear
skirts?"

Donald —"Well, let me set the record straight, a
kilt ISN' T a skirt.”

H —"Why not? What's the difference between a
skirt and a kilt? ™

D—"1 don't know, they're just different! "

H—"1 don't understand.”

D—"Ask anyone. "

H—"But if you take the word "kilts" , move the s
to the front, "skilt" , and change the " 1" to an"r",
you get a"skirt"”, right? "

D—"NO! Listen, it's simple, men wear kilts, women
wear skirts"

In fact, Scotsmen are
rather proud of this
unique traditional item of
clothing. A few years
ago, on the back of high-
profile Hollywood movies
~such as Mel Gibson's
Braveheart, or Michael
Caton-Jones's Rob Roy, [ M
OFEEXICT (EEAR)

to the catwalks of Paris and Milan, some with modern,

kilts even briefly made it

non-tartan designs. However, the basic item has remained
unchanged for centuries. The most basic of kilts is
composed of a long piece of material known as Tartan,
which is wrapped around the waist, fastened with straps,
and tied with a belt. Through the belt straps is also hung
a sporran, which is a small pouch handy for carrying
things, as the kilt has no pockets,

Hashimoto—"So what does a Scotsman keep in his
sporran?”

Donald —"Whisky, everything else can go in his
girifriend's handbag. "

In days gone by this was so true, it has spawned the
creation of the "sporran flask", similar to the"hip flask",
usually made of leather and metal, used to carry whisky,
but shaped especially to fit snugly in the sporran.
Hashimoto—"What does a Scotsman wear under
his kilt?"

Donald —"Nothing "

H—"What?! "

D—"Nothing"”

H—"Are you serious? Don't you get cold? What
happens when it's windy? "

That's right, a true Scotsman wears nothing under the kilt.
However, it would take a strong breeze to lift a kilt, and
the cold is certainly nothing to worry about, tartan is
actually quite a heavy material, traditionally made of wool,
although these days polyester and other man-made fibres
are often used. The wool is spun into a checked pattern,
which represents the wearer's family and a variety of
blues, greens, reds, yellows and purples are used in the
making. Many families have more than one tartan, for
example the name "MacLachlan" has five: Modern,
Dress, Hunting, Ancient and Weathered. These days, kilts
are most often worn at formal occasions, such as
weddings, graduation ceremonies, and formal dinners,
such as are held on Burns' Night, the dinner held on
January the 25th to remember Scotland's most famous
bard, Rabbie (Robert) Burns. The kilt is usually
accompanied by a formal jacket and is worn with woollen
socks and special, long-laced shoes, into which a small
dagger known as a Skean Dhu is inserted. Kilts are also
worn any other time the Scots feel it necessary to show
their pride in their country, at New Year, and international
football matches.

The character of the Scots

Scotsmen: proud, passionate, humorous, friendly, and with
a liking for a "wee dram" (alcohol-a "dram" is an old
measure equivalent to 3.69ml, used to serve whisky and
other spirits). Perhaps the most famous characteristic of
the Scots is their friendliness. The tartan army, Scotland's
national football team's band of loyal supporters, is
representative of the friendliness and passion of the Scots,
following their team around the world to play stronger,
more powerful opposition, always optimistic, and always
with confidence in their team. The matches, of course,
frequently end in disappointment, but even in defeat the
fans are renowned world-wide for their friendly nature,
and their willingness to party with followers of the
opposition. The Scots are proud of this sportsman-like
attitude. The friendly, party-loving nature of the Scots is,
however, best displayed on Hogmanay, Scotland's New
Year's Eve. Edinburgh's Hogmanay celebrations are fast
becoming legendary and include famous bands and DJs,
artistic and theatrical performances etc. It is the only day
of the year on which drinking outside in the streets is
legal, and the streets take on a festival atmosphere as
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housands of people brave the cold to see in the new year
at what is frequently billed as the biggest party in the
world. "The bells" marking the stroke of midnight see
people hugging and kissing not only their close friends,
but also complete strangers! However, anyone wishing to
experience such a sharing of joy and happiness be
warned: the party is so popular that (free) tickets are
required to enter the city centre, and the tickets often run

out a couple of months before the event. There are,

however, similar events held throughout Scotland on the

"7

31st of December which
don't require tickets, and
the party in Glasgow is
just as good!
Sightseeing
Edinburgh

Of course, the location

e T S0
everyone wants to visit is FEERI>LLE=—
Edinburgh. Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland, and is
now home to the devolved Scottish parliament, which was
established in 1998 under the Scotland Act, and which
gives Scotland a certain level of autonomy from England.
Some see this as the first step towards regaining
independence from England. At the other end of the
street known as the Royal Mile, and dominating the
Edinburgh skyline is Edinburgh Castle. Although there
have been signs of inhabitancy at the site of Edinburgh
castle since 1000BC, the castle as we know it was built
during the reign of King Malcolm [, sometime between
1058 and 1093. The castle is now home to the Scottish
Crown Jewels, which were left in Scotland when James VI
of Scotland inherited the Scottish throne. The Jewels
consist of a crown, a sceptre and a sword. The best time
to visit the castle is during August, when the "Edinburgh
Military Tattoo", a spectacular display of military
marching bands and traditional Scottish Country Dancing,
is held. The Tattoo is immensely popular and world
famous, with an annual TV audience of over 100 million.
While being a uniquely traditional and Scottish event
which has been held every year for over fifty years, the
tattoo also embodies Scotland's sense of inter-
nationalization, and in recent years the tattoo has included
dancing and performances from around the world
including Turkish belly-dancers and daredevil motor-
cyclists, along with a fireworks performance as the finale.
http://www.edinburgh-tattoo.co.uk/

St. Andrews

Only a 45 minute drive from Edinburgh is another great
location imbued with Scottish history and culture, St
Andrews. People visit St. Andrews for one of two
purposes. One is to study; founded in 1413 the University
of St Andrews is the oldest University in Scotland and the
third oldest in Britain, following Oxford and Cambridge.
The university has enjoyed a revival in the past five years,
mainly due to the influx of young girls from Scotland and
abroad, hoping to become the next Queen; St. Andrews
was chosen in 2001 by Britain's most eligible bachelor,
Prince William, as the site for his studies of the history of
art. However, the reason most toturists visit St. Andrews
is for more recreational activities. St Andrews is also
known as the "home of golf ", and the Royal and Ancient
Golf Club of St Andrews remains the governing authority
for the rules of the game in more than 100 affiliated
countries. (http://www.randa.org/). The game originated
there in the 15th century and the course has remained
ever since. The old course at St Andrews offers some of
the most spectacular scenery to be found and is well worth
a visit.

Inverness

There are no "lakes" in Scotland; instead we have "lochs"
which are basically the same thing, but with a proud
Scottish accent. The most famous of these has to be Loch
Ness, which is inhabited by a legendary, centuries-old
monster "Nessie", which some scientist believe is a
survivor of the calamity that wiped out the dinosaurs, and
which was trapped in Loch Ness. Many efforts have been
made to track down the elusive monster, and tourists flock
to the shores to catch a glimpse of a head or tail, but be
warned; legend has it that only those of Scottish blood can
see the monster!

http://www.nessie.co.uk/

About me, and a thank you

I have been a member of NIA since arriving in Japan, just
over two and a half years ago. Since then, I have learned a
lot about Japan, its culture and language. Everyone I meet
is full of questions about my home country, especially Mrs
Sugou who has been teaching me Japanese for the past
two years. It has been a pleasure to talk about my
country, and tell a little about its culture and history. 1d
like to thank NIA for giving me this opportunity to write
this article and tell a little more about Scotland.
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1. T am now in position of the secretary of the Tuscaloosa
Sister City Committee succeeding Byron since 2002, My
work is to coordinate the sister city relation with
Narashino and Schoerndorf (Germany). I came to
Narashino as a Chaperon of 10 students from
Tuscaloosa. I have lived in Tuscaloosa over 13 years. I
was in New Orleans, Louisiana, for 20 years before
moving, and I did a work of reporter for TV and
communications.

. 10 high school students came this time. They were
selected from among 35 applicants. We carefully
selected the students from their academic works, social
and community volunteer activities. I am expecting they
will do good ambassador job for Narashino. I think
international exchange is vital as it makes us to
understand the need of effort for world peace. We can
broaden our eyes by the understanding of cultural
difference. Our students are learning many new things.
I am sure they will understand the meaning of their visit
in the future. I am sure we all will extend our hearty
welcome to the students coming Tuscaloosa next year.

3. I think it was so great to have chance of meeting and
talking with Mayor, Education superintendent,
Councilors and the staff. I think we understood really
the importance of international exchange for the
present misunderstanding and wars in the world.
Everybody in Narashino has been so kind and
generous. It's second to none. We received wonderful

welcome party, city council visit, fire station, schools
and delicious foods. Moreover, weather gave us
wonderful days missing the forecast. Tuscaloosa is hot
without wind, while we have here breeze.

women since 25 years ago. And many women now have
works and responsibilities in the field of leadership for
public services and agencies. I think ideal picture is that
men and women work together for the betterment of

community and public services.

. Regarding the sister relationship between Narashino

and Tuscaloosa in the future, we have no idea at all to
end up this warmest relationship in the future. I
strongly hope and expect further development. The
sister city idea flourishes only when communities work
harder. I think the relation between the cities is fully
committed so strong for its continuation. Our sister city
relation has been 16 years and it became richer every
year. As the sister city commission of Tuscaloosa will
have 20th anniversary in 2006, so I hope we could

welcome people representing Narashino at that time.

. I am practicing the use of chopsticks. All my host family

members are giving me Japanese lesson. I hope I can

speak better by next time. I will keep learning it with the
help of Sadako.

e e
FEBRDEED 5 FEVLLEE LA

7. I would like to add that children in America are leaning

American ways because the land is so wide, and it
ensues in the lack of knowledge over the other
countries. I think it is meaningful to know about other
countries through international exchange. I really think
it has been so great for students to know about Japan
through their visit this time. I do wish to appreciate all
people in Narashino.

I hope I can meet you all and enjoy more through the

next visit here with our Mayor, my friend Byron and

B2 AHIN—HHEDFHRHELS

Marilyn. Thank you
4. Regarding the view over Narashino as an American Lisa Keyes

woman, I could say there was the advancement of
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Greetings!
1 ¥ I. M 2
Karen Mathieson (h74H5)
I've been studying at NIA now for around 2 years—unbelievable!! I am surprised that I
am still here since in the past I've given up studying every time I tried.
v o My focus for studying Japanese is to understand what's going on around me, and
é A communicate within that environment. From ways to tell the police I lost my purse, or

how to read a sake label to being able to have a simple conversation with my neighbours.

- t ) 4 My time at NIA has flown by and I've learned a lot from my teacher, Ishii Sensei—a

teacher who always works hard to center my lessons around what I need. She's helped motivate me and
helped me to improve my Japanese.

When I return home to Canada I'll take home a _Iot with me (non-material things—although I'll also take home

a lot of those as well!!) and I'd like to thank NIA and Ishii-san for helping create such a good experience and

memories.
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{Down)

1.1---a vegetarian

2. (Cause to) Move so as to face in a dif-
ferent direction

{Across>

1.Eat, -—, eaten,

4. A capital city of Austria

7. (Art of producing) pleasing combi-

nations of sounds in rhythm and 3. East-southeast

harmony 4. Water-closet
9.Care of 5. European co-operative administration.
10. The colour of fresh blood 6. South and --— are opposites
11.1 went by train as -—as Kobe, where I §.Image (in wood, stone, etc.) of a god

11. Foot or feet (Abbrev.)

12. Mountain

14. Too beside, as well

15. That is

16. The 100th part of a dollar or other
unit of currency

took ship
12. A chemical symbol for Manganese
13. The grain of a certain cereal grass
15.In bad health
16. Custom-house
17. ---, used, used,
19. Good-bye, — you later!
21. New England
22. Jump, move or run in jumps
24. Either of two children born together
of the same mother
25. Railway Transport Officer

JFcIcIcICITICICIC & 1 1= ICIC s 1
A

ALTD‘E%ED D E'ﬂ'o E*iuJZZ: b(ﬁﬂb\bi'ﬂ

PAa~5I28 T LELAEEIIC. TAFEE2E > TALTH 5 £EDBD L1,
] ﬁtnt&éhtmmm\
& - Becky Hart (Xw¥— - n—F})
vy TANAERE vA42ary UM

with stitches
20. Europe, European
22. Baron
23. How -— you ---?
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# Smile! Have you noticed that most people will brighten up if you give them a smile? It' s
catching, and if more people do it, it will make the world a better place! (RW.)
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