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Report N.IA S

A Three-Minute Star
Maria Jessica Saijo

It was a fine day of February 27, 2002 and there were
crowds of people, the listeners and speakers as well. The
ambience was pleasant and casual. All of them were ready
and excited to watch an event. It was a tea table
conversation or a tea party speech program called "speech
sawakai" in Nihongo. It was participated by 34 speakers
from different countries namely: Romania, Thailand,
China, America, Peru, Australia, Brazil, Malaysia, England
and my very own country, Philippines. This program was
hosted by Narashino International Association [NIA] and
has been ongoing every year. It probably aims to
encourage participants to share their experiences and
challenge their knowledge of the Japanese language since
they are current members of NIA, taking up Japanese
lessons under the help and generosity of volunteer
teachers who are members likewise. During the hour,
there were smiles from people showing real delight.
There were also serious facial expressions seen and
chuckles and laughter heard especially when a speaker
had delivered an interesting and funny topic, perhaps. In
between, there was break time. Drinks and snacks were
provided in packed boxes. Various themes were
presented like popular Chinese & Japanese poems, about
one's native dish, on individual differences, of course
about one's country, hopes and aspirations, some
unforgettable and embarrassing experiences and many
others. It was a great and an enjoyable day to get to know
several people's messages through their speeches.
This time, why don't we go over to the speaker's side or
point of view. There are several questions you might be
interested with. How did they come up with the topic?
Can you imagine the preparation they had? What were
the emotions felt? I was a speaker myself and my topic
was about my embarrassing yet unforgettable experience
here Japan (Hazukashii Omoide). It takes guts to tell such
an awful situation though. But I wish to share the humor
and the learning I gained from it. Foreigners like us, will
be encountering different situations full of excitement and
challenges each day of our lives. And in the process, we
learn from it. Just like when we commit mistakes and
learn from them.
In fact, we seem to study the basics of many things again.
Since I'm not yet good in writing and reading Japanese
characters and speaking as well, I sought the help of my
husband for the translation. At first, | was so hesitant and
really wanted to skip my part. But thanks for the
persuasions of my kind teacher, Mrs. Kitazawa (sensei)
and some dear friends, I had finally accepted the
challenge. At that very moment, how I really wish my part
would be over soon. I had probably blushed while on
stage.
Other speakers did very well and of course there were
those who seem to be only reading not getting the
audience rapport. Perhaps, it wasn't their kind of specialty.

I tried to approach some speakers who had been kind
enough to share their comments. And thanks to a few like
Mrs. Nari Kurata from Thailand. She had joined the
program for the third time. And according to her, she had
gradually improved each year. And it was a great pleasure
to present her speech this time without reading it. Of
course, she did several rewriting to make the final draft in
Japanese under a 3-minute time constraint. She finds this
achievement very fulfilling. And calls on everyone to
make efforts to face the challenges behind.

Another generous lady, was a fellow Filipino citizen, Ms.
Eva Sano, who shared hers, as well. It was a chance for
her to express the innermost feelings she felt, like the joys
and tears. The experiences of what is like living away
from homeland. What is like living here in Japan, with a
totally different culture. The adjustments she had
undertaken as language at first seems to be a barrier. It
was a channel to meet people of different nationalities,
exchange experiences with one another and eventually
make new friends.

I wonder, how would one react, too, if we try to change
the picture? Just like if we were to switch positions. This
time you will be the gaijin? Well, it's quite exciting to be a
star in 3 minutes, I guess.
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1. Any round body or mass, esp. one used
in various games.

4 . Opposite of “Lose” .

7 . American Football Association.

8 .—, lost, lost.

9. Doctor

10. Company

11. Old English

12. —, shot, shot.

16. Sounds that have rhythm, melody, etc..

18. Public Relations.

20. Royal Engineers.

21. Automobile Association.

23. Point of the horizon where the sun
rises.

25. Conspicuous Gallantry Medal.

26. National Negro Congress.

27. Sort of food to which a person is limited
(e. g. for medical reasons).
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1 . —, worse, worst.

2. Armed Forces Radio Service.

. Louisiana

. War Office.

. Imperial Service Order.

. Want, require,

. Free. Not held together, fastened,

packed, or contained in something.

10. Space marked out for certain games.

13. His (or Her) Majesty.

14. Chemical symbol for Titanium.

15. Not closed or enclosed, so that people
and things can go in, out, or through.

17. Box, place, closed in with wires or bars
in which birds or animals are kept.

19. Run, —, run.

22. Amount.

24. South Carolina.

25. Crown of India.
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fun but always be on “ALERT” .
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