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The beauty of IKEBANA

Last 31st of October, 2001, I had a chance to join a group
organized by Narashino International Association under the
professional guidance of Ms. S. Inoue, for learning the
legendary art of the traditional Japanese flower arranging
called Ikebana, originally related to religious ceremonies. It
was participated by several people of different nations like
Thailand, China, Philippines, Colombia, USA, etc. Besides
the orientation and tips to follow for basic knowledge,
materials [like live Chrysanthemum flowers, willows,

vases/kaki, scissors/hasami, flower rests or

holders/kenzan]were provided, too. Finally everyone came
up with her personally arranged flowers. Pretty it may seem
but our instructress did a bit of rearrangement to create the true concept of the Ikebana. Pieces were arranged skillfully
in accordance to the three main compositions, the longest of which (symbolizing Heaven), the middle one (representing
Man) and the shortest one (for earth). The simplicity expressed certain dignity quite difficult to express. It was a very
nice and interesting experience for everyone. We have come to know a part of the Japanese culture. Some have
expressed deep appreciation for its beauty and simplicity, while others have enhanced their creativeness in themselves, it
had influenced gentle manners among ladies since handling needs gentleness. I felt on that very moment the serenity
and the appeal of these gentle flowers as they have given me this fleeting yet captivating beauty. I guess, there’ s truth
as in the saying “ the fastest way to capture a woman' s heart is through beautiful flowers “. There was a gratifying
feeling of satisfaction heard from each one of us during the interview from the staff of the local TV-station.

Since flowers are almost suitable in every occasion, it would be helpful to know the basics of the art of flower arranging.
It should coordinate with the style and function of the interior. Designs range from formal to casual combinations. The
selection for arrangement should depend on its purpose, the varieties of flowers available and the type of container used.
There are four basic forms in the art namely: the circular , horizontal, triangular , and vertical. In Ikebana, they are
skillfully arranged to look like growing plants. Arrangers make use of containers like simple bowls, vases of bonze, clay,
woven bamboo baskets, lacquered boxes, trays, wine bottles, water pitcher, lacquered bamboo, glass, and many others.
Live floral materials like flowering branches, leaves, fruits, pods, buds, twigs, pinecones are also used to give a totally

lively effect.

Flowers are bearers of beauty and when they are arranged
especially in harmony with nature, like the four seasons,
they carry a significant meaning very touching to us. And,
learning the art of IKEBANA, which has a deceptively
simple appearance yet it carries a meaningful message. It
is a type of floral display usually arranged to convey a
message from the arrangers themselves. Professionalism
calls for a deep understanding of nature, specialization, skill
and experience. There are several IKEBANA schools

existing in Japan now, like Ikenobo, Sogetsu, Ohara, and

others.
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Every Monday that the Narashino International Association (NIA) is open, ALT s who live in Narashino stop by to

volunteer their time to converse and get to know members of the Narashino community. From children, to high school
students, to house wives to non-Japanese and non-English speakers (such as from China and Thailand), a wide variety of
people join us in order to get a taste of another culture and another language.

These talks are beneficial in many ways, not only to the individuals who attend, but also to the community, Japan, and
the world as a whole. Individual exchanges with English speaking ALT's provide a person with not only a new look at
another part of the world, but also valuable experience conversing in a foreign language. Many students come to test
their skills and to become more comfortable with the language in preparation for High School entrance exams. In
addition, these individuals will go out into the community and tell others about their experience. This can provide an
ever expanding growth of valuable insights into different cultures, providing a broader worldview, and a greater
appreciation for the diversity of our world. The ALT's also learn a lot from these exchanges. They are likely to return
home and tell others about the interesting people they met in their stay overseas, attracting others to share the
experience,

These talks are by no means limited to idol conversation about people’s hobbies and personal lives. Conversation in
the past has begun with where someone went fishing over the weekend, and by the end of the time, we re discussing the
language of chimpanzees. I highly recommend to anyone who is interested in learning English, learning about a new
culture, helping bring the world closer together, or just looking to meet some new friendly faces to stop by the NIA on
Monday's at APM. Who knows what you may learn?

mﬁ%@ %%%EGMI(ﬂxéﬁédb ﬁgiﬁﬁgfﬁatﬁ#h %@mi%g%p‘éﬁéféﬁ
%%éﬁfnﬁfc ﬁﬁe BEE, FEOTR. NEAcRBLE s s (TEY 21 %5050) NiEr, BE

M?)f(l: c.iéi ﬁi‘m o'm:i"ﬁ"n oy
@AI&ﬁLiAtHT&< ﬂﬁ:aofé E$@ﬁﬁ%%!tofé @&ﬁﬁfﬁiof“if
mma%%f%aﬁﬁgba§2‘3£ 0@Wﬁ%ﬂ%womﬁaﬁgfw SRS ﬁanoﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
tHkET, ELOFEEN, BHOFREZRLIZR-TERD, ﬁ&kﬁ@%@%ﬁ«@?f@ﬁﬁf%of%f
nET, y ]
X, ThBOAER, ﬂ%%ﬁh\E%%®%%ﬁ£§%@®AK%%iﬁﬁh%$ﬁgiﬁc L

UUTM\ﬁiﬁ@$®ﬁ$&%®%ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁ$ﬁﬁU\mhﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ%\ﬁﬂ@ﬂﬁ®ﬁ“ﬂﬁﬁ<
i, ROEFTT, . L

— MIE%,_ﬂ5®ﬁf%ﬁbT§<®$%¥U %ﬂ%ﬂ@&%#ﬁot . WBHTHE s AL DB
L#o:iﬁ%ﬁz‘;®§ﬁ%}ﬁ5 OOEDTTQ

&Lfﬂ%tb%%b#onf@hﬁcm
6ﬂ1muiﬁh POTIRMHRIZE Z 22
Lﬁ%htﬁqtaWTbtﬁ\%fm%/
YV —DEFEIZONTORB LTI REL
TWﬁiﬁx

ﬁ%%?otnA %m6miwi%ﬂt
VAL Lﬁ%éo&%ﬁiﬁthA »H b
Wi, tfﬁi%m6m1§_nﬁhzut
WAL &&tﬁ%unf?i
ﬂﬂ@ﬂ@#ﬁ4%ké%£ﬁj%#of
ATTFE, BnofioZ L2518 L
hFErALI (BN AR




SBBR /AR, -V - F N/ BEEA, E5FEBLL ]
SEDRE

HL £3 & #az e 2 B3 IS Jﬁ% (EP.H:II%)
(45 (=ANA) ] IR L& T, —B’Fff—mﬁt BT Elh *culﬂlo’)jtmxeazh: ®
oTEFLE, %G);M@zmdmlmaﬂ%t&m Hzlw)%# AEIZ B%M ﬁr&uﬁh“{

LAAED

ﬁ#“od“ﬁ“fﬁé$#?m®mﬁﬁbt ﬁ@ﬁoi@%i@f%ké%ﬁf ) &

vy If A

e W LRRELY, Bl . %%%ﬁé<¢UAk£bDﬁ< E%@Iiw%;o
&E‘ELTL?_G be‘ . UO?‘_A, @.'C‘“EE(EL'C&%&HI %K&L\ﬁ(%&:’?*i ﬁﬁb#“bi
Lot %ﬂfinﬁ‘f—a‘ a’f%“f: L\%G)h _a)uu%:iez_: %‘U'Cdééﬁ };75= _wﬂﬁﬂiﬂh@%
1 X, @%ﬁg.ﬁ%ﬁ‘&:ﬁl&&ﬁﬁﬁﬁ ﬁéatﬂ%i-&ﬁﬁ(bto fMj‘. FEE%B’JF Ii%%( foﬂibﬁiﬁ?%&ﬁ'f?”'(
To¢lfﬁﬂ£%%¢%btﬁ fo&E%QM%%E®#®T$%éhEamzﬁmHﬁm&émfLtoAﬁ
ABAI = — /3/’&35107’_50 Eﬁﬁb 5720 §57=812, a;‘%iiﬁ?#ﬁ?ﬁchi%&%&?ﬁ@ﬁ@% Qﬁv}a)l_]

Lxaatnga P EHELOLICENIINwIE LIy Lpdhn

VB LS BRMALENS S, E%iﬁ@ ﬁﬁ&%th&ﬁﬂﬁ?bto @ﬁ BB EER 2 = OREIT T,
ﬂ.k@t@@ﬁ$mﬁEL&MT% % T, HAGE +7/T47®¢%%$éﬁbm @@%%%&ﬂDAH
H$%®@%&%bibiﬂf&Hﬁgﬁ%?fﬁﬁ?%ééziﬁn ﬁW@ﬁé&%k ﬁ%%bﬂfhéﬁﬁ
T9. HAFE @%i&@ﬁﬁﬁ@ EGEE. ﬂﬁﬁﬂ@ﬁ%ﬁ&<mb6h Mi@mﬁmﬁﬁ%fwodwfi
&éﬂi EDRARIBABND LS I, éo&%o&ﬁi%@@ﬁ&ﬂ%btht$H$T /. NJAZZ P
ﬁ%ﬁbf%obt(ék@ﬁikamUAw WAAKHAFETE L, bm»%i&éﬁ HAREDREZED &

512, BAWEE LR REEOEP#RE £ Y 7 4 7?¥£%#:§$L=ﬁ:ﬁﬁkf%ﬂifaE‘\Lhifn

BEoFtZERL =W
A4 Alr k. 4:b' ’jbu:cil::‘yg (4£U§:I:§<§)
NG #A @4»3;7a$LiTO%D®ﬁI&6774#/&%f70T/TG%I&
HU7< . wHA BRSO AT 3720, £¢@3H#%Bbibtaﬁﬁif HWET 6
Eﬁﬁ%%iuﬁﬁfﬁéﬁﬁéﬁom\i L7, Hﬁuﬂ{; f*f—-zﬁj)j;{vzk;(\vl/z b7 VTS0
BTERETHHETT, ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%f RHZ, MG, L. B, BRE &b R U E T
i KETH, ich ﬂsi‘&iﬂébfwi*f ﬂ:%}@i@i pE -1t % ﬁzjwj:bw:;chvégf
fniﬁ# %ﬁ$<né%¢oﬁfnif 2AEOT YL AR LT, BES,
HAH)F - 8 2T L, %vma ERTERS.
fﬂ?f :kﬂfzci &Af(hi'ﬁb‘ Frf'ﬁﬁ fifﬁjlz—(liﬁgéfbh ﬂ\ii Z DaﬂyYomlun %E;ufwii’) LTy
3. KARIE, Boiinicfi-T, HkOs 075 2BERL R b kman 38+ 5 01 AR LY
Brredozy, _ |
Bid. BEAMBOS 2, NIADHABOL v 2 ¥ 2R TOEF, RH LT,y ArEBE LA, SLT
b0 F A, HABEEE TIRCTES LI BN E LA, Lo LEAS, K% cDIRAD Ly £ 4 % HEIHS
IR a%@%@%wan %ﬁ:@@fawﬁﬁﬁniﬁﬂ(afaﬁAff)Fﬁﬁuycﬁﬁﬁﬁg@fn

FEEELEN, ETEHLARTOERIAT. 2BOHIMEACH LB LTS ., FEGEL T 2 a0

.1\

$U7, B0, HEBINSIREL TOENDT, WAAATARL TARNE BT ET, (B
3 HOITEH
BitiS Y5« TIHHES BRrSvo, IN—F4—
HE 3 A16HE PM2 : 00~ HiE SRESHGY THML 200

ded B IFEE I YRV Y g Y — Z#FX, &Y, FFE-SRHBLTE

|
|
!
BiF NILAEEE } BT NILAEBHE
i
e | X1
Kith EF XA I 3




{Across)

1. To drink in small quantities, or little by
little.

4.__  took, taken.

8 . A standard or model.

10. All Nippon Airlines.

11. London is situated ___ the Thames.

12. East Central (Postal Area in London).

14. Internal Revenue.

15. Change in order to make suitable for (a
new purpose).

17. the United ___ s of America.

19. Chemical symbol for tantalum.

20. Letter of Credit.

21. From Tokyo ___ Osaka.

22. Armed Forces Nerwork.

24.Greet, give a welcoming cry to. To
salute.

26. Superlative of good.

27. Piece of furniture, etc., on which to

{Down)

1l . Frozen vapour falling from the sky in

flakes.

. An electrically charged particle.

. Public Relations.

. Automobile Association.

. Make (an article of clothing, etc.) by
looping wool, silk, etc., yarn on long nee-
dles.

7. Organ of hearing.

9. A coin like piece of metal with design
commemorating a special event, deed
7

13. __, caught, caught.

15. She goes to bed ___ ten o'clock in the
evening.

16. Protestant Episcopal.

17. Unhurt or undamaged.

18. Copper medal, Silver medal, ___ medal.

19. Small piece of strip of cloth etc..

[=r 1 IR ]

sleep. 21. Fasten with string, etc..
23. New Style.
25. Bachelor of Arts.
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* T hope this issue will open the door for Mongolian nationals to correspond with our
association (NIA). We would be delighted to know more of this beautiful country.” (M.].S.)
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