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SYNOPSIS OF ONE'S NATIVE LAND

May I invite you somewhere in a place where probably seems
familiar to some people or in contrary a totally strange place but
certainly to me is “my home” , It's sad to know these days, that
there are few travel ads on Philippines compared to other
tropical countries, displayed on travel corners around. Possibly
because there were tremendously negative publicities which
gave bad impact on its image. After the economy had
undergone crisis due to mismanagement & dishonesty of
politicians, like any other country, Philippines has its
unpleasantness, too. Somehow, itll be nice to try a trip to this
idyllic yet amazing country. As to recent survey of a Singapore-
based Political & Economic Risk Consultancy Limited/PERC, it'
s the best Asian country among expatriates. Probably in terms
of lower costs of living and cultural compatibility. When you

seek adventure, relaxation, learning through observance and eye

opener of life's complexities, then the place would best fit.

Imagine an archipelago of around 7,100 is lands, Three stars in its
symbolic flag represent three big islands namely : Luzon, (the
biggest & where “Manila” is located), Visayas(group of islands
spreaded within small inland sea) and Mindanao (populated by most
Islam follower), A unique nation with a culture shaped from various
influences such as Asia, Europe, Latin and America but of Malay
origin. Spanish rule for three centuries had left an indelible mark in
its historical epochs especially the introduction of Christianity.
Revolts took lives of Filipino martyrs like Rizal, Bonifacio, Del Pilar,
etc. In 1898, the Americans freed the people from oppressors but
World War Illed to the Japanese occupation(1942-1945). Finally a

“Republic” had been achieved on July 4, 1946 towards democracy.
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The Marcos regime of 1965 has made slight revision on its system
until September 1972 the imposition of Martial Law made a drastic
change in the entire nation. Fourteen vears later the people had
on February

realized and rose into a revolt “the people-power”

1986 ending the Marcos supremacy.

ABarong Tagalong (for men)

Having warm & friendly traits Filipinos are also known to be most
especially hospitable. They wouldn't mind to offer a helping hand at
some instance to strangers. They're godfearing and family oriented
who believe in strong family ties. Catholicism had almost dominated the
nation. Livelihood depends on agriculture and fishing. Romantic &
sentimentalist, Filipinos have an old unique tradition of courtship called
“Harana” in which a man often serenades a lady for courtship with
romantic songs and poems to win her heart. Some expressions of
respect for the elders are kissing of either their hand or forehead
simultaneously uttering gratifying words of courteousness. Some
traditional costumes of 1830s, were the “Americana Cerada” or closed
American coat for men & “Maria Clara” for ladies. The national
costume called “Barong Tagalog” were made from pineapple fiber or
cotton. As each generation passed, Filipinos were more westernized in
character, ways, manner of dressing, life style, etc, and the language
. One of its
, had emanated from the
(a vehicle brought by Americans during World War II
replacing the horse-driven carriage or “calesa” of the earlier times).
Applying Filipino ingenuity, they had altered the body design for both

widely spoken is American English besides “Pilipino”
traditional transportation calld “Jeepney”

word “jeep”

private & public utility use, making it an eight-seater and elongating its
size from time to time to accommodate more passengers. Some funny
things with its designs are the psychedelic motif in color like rainbow
and other sort of ornaments attached such as antennashorses, colorful
flagsetc. Festivities are a very joyous celebration say Christmas and
New Year holidays. Roaring firecrackers and different noise-making
sounds can be heard on the eve of the separation of the year as if it
were endless. Friendly people in the vicinity gather around to greet one
another welcoming the new year and sharing their little preparation for
the occasion. To some families, the celebration is satisfied by a table
filled with ham, cheese & at least twelve kinds of round-shaped fruits
besides other delicacies. Such a nostalgic scene that would linger in your
heart someday!
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A " jeepney”

The contemporary facet of Philippines has a lot of interesting
sites to bring vou, a touching experience of the once famous &
breath-taking scenery of the Manila Bay sunset,wonderful Banaue
Rice terraceshaunting caves & chocolate hills of Bohol, exciting
dive spots,white sandy beaches of Cebu, Boracay & Palawan,
attractive volcanos such as the perfectly-coned Mt. Mayon and
Taal volcano within the lake. Try a taste of some exotic food(like
“lechon” /a roast pork) and other delicacies, tropical fruits &
abundant fresh seafood. There are wvarious evening
entertainments, too, such as live bands, jazz & piano bars, discos,
karaoke lounges, ete. For sports and leisure activities, numerous
golf courses and other establishments offer facilities for
swimming, tennis courts, billiard halls, bowling lanes. etc..
International chain of hotels have a wide range of accommodation
and amenities, too. Enjoy an exciting ride with a “Jeepney” and
shop for souvenirs at “Divisoria,” famous for its good bargains.
More historical spots in Luzon are Malacanang Palace(seat of our
Presidents), San Sebastian Church(whose main structure, inside &
outside wall were made of steel plate brought from Belgium
through Suez Canal reconstructed in year 1891 from its original
stone structure in 1881), University of Santo Tomas(one of Asia’
s oldest university older than Harvard. by some 25 years) ,
Intramuros (fort used by Spaniards in the 16th century), Bamboo
Organ (built in 1824). In the Visayas region are Monument of
Leyte Landing of the American General-Douglas McArthur, the
Magellan” s Cross of Cebu (Magellan-leader of the Spanish
expedition responsible for christianization). In the Mindanao
Island, Davao is known for the following : its tallest mountain
“Mt. Apo”
rope); for having the biggest number of Japaness immigrants.

Lastly, my special thanks to the staff of Narashino International

; for producing “Abaca” (hemp-plant used for making

Association for giving me an opportunity to write this particular

article about my homeland or "bavan” in the my native
language, hoping to impart something which might change an
impression of a reader especially the odd ones about my bayan.

Mabuhay!!!l

A “Lechon” /roastpork
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(ACROSS> {DOWN?
1. Taiwan 1. Prosperity, success
4. Stone used for sharpening tools, 2. Royal Highness
8. Red Cross 3. I stayed there __ than a week
10. Royal Episcopal 4. __ of them is mine, the other is
11. Oxford University yours.
12. __, took,taken 5. Southeast
14. Certified Public Accountant 7. (U.5.A))25 cents. (coin worth)
15. United State Mail 9. Box or container
16. Bitter drink made from malted barley  11. Not closed or enclosed
and hops 13. Kilometer
17. New England 14. Chief engineer
18. Topographical Engineers 16. Second alhabet in Greek.
19. New Testament 18. One of the five divisions of the front
20). Shot record (of facts etc.) made to part of the foot.
help the memory. 20. Northwest
22. Knitted jacket or jersey, usually of 21. English translation
thick wool.
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