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NIA shall work to strengthen the bond of friendship that
exists with our sister city, Tuscaloosa, as well as to provide
all citizens and residents of Narashino with fellowship, social
contacts, and mutual assistance. NIA's activities are all
educationally, culturally, or industrially related, and are
carried out by NIA volunteers.

Four active divisions are working toward the realization of
NIA’s goals.

The divisions are:
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The General Affairs Division

The Education and Culture Division

The Industry and Sightseeing Division

The Youth Division

NIA projects are administered by these divisions. Anyone
interested in working on an NIA project is always welc-

ome. Membership is open to all.
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[Sister City Student Exchange Program]

NIA and the Narashino Municipal
Government sponsors a sister city

I

exchange program between Tuscaloosa

and Narashino. Under this program,
Narashino students visit Tuscaloosa one
year, and Tuscaloosa students visit
Narashino the next year. As young
diplomats, they are expected to improve
sister city relationships by enjoying and
experiencing life in a different culture.
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[Friendship Language Courses]

The objective of these language courses
is to promote various language skills
among the citizens, and to deepen inter-
national understanding. There are fif-
teen classes in eight languages such as
Chinese, English, French, German, Italian,
Japanese, Spanish, and Russian. The
classes start every April. Announcements
and application procedures appear in
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[Friendship Exchanges]

Casual friendship exchanges are held
often for the NIA membership. Activities
include a Halloween party that is espe-
cially popular among younger NIA mem-
bers, a New Year's party, and welcome
parties for entertaining guests from
Tuscaloosa and from other cities and
countries around the world.

You are most welcome to join us in one

HA L I F—

w CULTURE »____|
FEEMEADT 2B AD XL EEZ
R CWicslzl b, THEZ{EL T
—1 EMELTVE T,
IhET, ®H. KE. B 04F
20, bB2& ANEL Y, BENE
MXALERALTEZ L,

DPRIEE © FRIEES

3 e H A PR s P

ZERNB /AR - AR - BEIR - RBEIR - )R-
ESMRER - MR - WRSEH - ABRwD

DEER, 8K A9 00~F#1:00 F#2:00~7:00
WeAR- T 4Fan9: 00~F4#1:00 F#2:00~5:30
®KeB OB -RB8 (BL. BBIER<O

Tolh EFEHmAR | TEIEIS

z074( 76)511

OB TELHITFTLIEE W,

TEL

# J REEBRRE7 5 FAX
RALEREEBRZE8 9

TR AT AT L R A R R
SONY & EFH-HA—F 1 ABFIE

S2FRA-TA-BII-

T o e X R R ET 1
043 (243) 41 2 3 (ft)
043 (248) 0 169

the NIA SQUARE and Narashino News-
letter in March.

[Homestay and Home Visit Program]
The number of overseas visitors who
want to experience Japanese daily life
and to know Japanese culture is increas-
ing. NIA needs volunteers who can open
their homes to guests from overseas,
either for a visit or for somedays staying.
Please register at the NIA office.
This is a great way to meet new people,
learn about a difference culture, and share
part of your life with someone from overseas.

of NIA's many friendship exchanges.
We hope to see you there,

[Japanese Culture Seminars]

The goal of the NIA Japanese Culture
Seminars is to make life in Japan more
gratifying and rewarding through the
understanding of traditional culture.
Activities include flower arranging, tea
ceremony, kimono, Japanese calligraphy,
paper folding, doll's festival, star festi-
val, and rice-cake (mochi) making.
People from other countries are espe-
ciallv welcome at NIA's Tapanese Culture
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[English Camp]

The English Camp is held every summer
amid the splendor of Fuji National Park
at Narashino’s retreat lodge. The purpose
of this camp is to promote international
friendship among Japanese participants
and English teachers from overseas, and
to allow participants to brush up on their
English ability and international sense.
Participants enjoy a two-night, three-day
stay near the base of Mt. Fuji. Junior high
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[Special Events]

NIA had participated annually in the
Narashino Industrial Fair, which is spon-
sored by the Narashino Chamber of
Commerce and Industry every fall. Sister
city activities and displays are presented
to Narashino citizens in an international
exchange booth set up hy NIA. The NIA
booth also offers rare dishes and sweets
from all over the world, and sells Uni-
versity of Alabama campus goods. Civil
delegation to the sister city, Tuscaloosa
and a tour to study Japanese culture are
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NIA wants people who are interested
in international affairs or promoting
international exchange. If you are inter-
ested in the NIA,
NIA office.
NIA office:
General Affairs Section

please contact the

Narashino City Hall,

1-1-1. Saginuma. Narashino Citv
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to college age students are welcome to
attend the English Camp.

[NIA Voluntary Interpreter Program]

To assist overseas visitors who cannot
communicate in Japanese, NIA has a
register of volunteers who can interpret
for official meetings, shopping trips, sight-
seeing tours, emergencies, medical care,
and for other reasons. NIA welcomes you
to register to be a voluntary interpreter
in your language.

Experience is not necessary; any level
from basic to advanced is welcome.

to be held this year. Come join us in one
of NIA’s many events.

EBROBHMLH
A 4 2,000
FHiE. 1,000H
& “E& 10,000/
Member Fee

Individual membership; ¥ 2,000 a year

Student membership; ¥ 1,000 a year

Corporate membership; ¥ 10,000 a year
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The Nepalese lady, Mrs. Tamaoki who
got married to a Japanese man and had
two sons, talked about her country and
her life at the N.LA. international ex-
change seminar on July 16. “In Nepal,
there are the Himalayas and my home-
town, Namche Bazar is famous for the
place to start of climbing up Mt
Everest.

When I was 16 year-old, I came to
Japan to visit my sister living in Japan.
And 1 became to feel to study about
Japan. First, | studied Japanese at
Japanese elementary schools. And then,
I studied Japanese culture.

I have never felt lonely since my coming
to Japan because people were kind
to me. It is increasing the number of
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foreieners in Narashino, so please think
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%5 Bl & 8 ~ People are People ~ Disa Hicks

I have been in Narashino for two years. It’s
hard to believe because two years seems like a
long time.

I remember my first day in Narashino two years
ago. First, I went to the Board of Education and
City Hall to be introduced. I was nervous, but
my supervisor, kacho and sempai ALT’s (Kris and
Jerry) took care of me. Then we went to dinner
at Mrs. Sugawara’s house. I was worried that I
wouldn’t like the food, but I did. After dinner,
Mrs. Sugawara performed the Tea Ceremony and
it was very nice.

By the time I went home that night, I was very
tired. I was also happy because I felt comfortable
in Narashino.

Since then, many things have happened. For
example, I have learned to like sushi. Before I
came to Japan, I didn’t like any fish or seafood.
Now, I like most of it. My parents were very
surprised to hear this. My mother, father, sister,
brother and best friend have all come to Japan to
visit me. I enjoyed showing them Narashino.

I have changed my lifestyle after two years here.
In America, I always drove a car. Now I always
ride a bicycle and the train. I have become accus-
tomed to taking off my shoes or changing my
shoes three or four times a day. In the U.S, I can
wear my shoes all day long. In America, I can
understand everything, say my opinions, and make
jokes. In Japan, I can’t understand everything,
or express my opinions clearly all the time.
Many times people are surprised or startled
to see me, because I am a “gaijin”.

Also, I have become familiar with all of the
Elementary schools in Narashino. Because the
schools represent all areas of Narashino, I have
met a good representation of its citizens. I
think that while there are cultural and social
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differences between Japan and America, people
are people. Neither Japanese students nor American
students like to take tests, but they both study
hard for them. The students are very similar,
but the systems are different. In America, we
don't have “Juken”, however, we don’t have as
many school days either. Japan is praised for
having high test scores worldwide but many people
criticize the competitve examination system.
Many Japanese students tell me that American
schools seem “free”. Compared to Japanese schools,
U.S. schools are freer, however, we have lower
test scores than Japan.

So, both societies have a good side and a bad
side. During my two years in Japan, [ have learned
little Japanese
language, lots of history, culture, and customs.

many things. I've learned a
But most importantly, I've learned that a friend
is a friend, regardless of nationality, or language.
Disa Hicks
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Narashino Kiratto Festival '94

N.LA. joined the festival that was held in
commemoration of the 40th Anniversary
of Narashino’s municipalization.

N.LLA. sold goods from the University of
Alabama, introduced activities of N.LA.,
and cooperated in Coin Aid for UNICEF.
The Student Delegation from Tuscaloosa
also participated in the festival's parade.
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Sencha (Green Tea) Class

The Green Tea Class (Kofu Sencha Rei-
shiki) was held on July 3 at Yatsu
Kominkan (Public Hall) under the guid-
ance of Ms. Dobashi and Ms. Konishi.

About 20 people including some foreigners
from Italy, China, Brazil, also joined the
class. Participants were moved and im-
pressed by their hearty welcome with
Reicha (cold tea), which was beautifully
served in the Japanese traditional manner.
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Student Delegation from Tuscaloosa
The delegation from our sister city, stayed
in Narashino from July 28 to August 10
and experienced Japanese culture and cus-
toms. During their stay, the delegates also
participated in the Narashino City Festi-
val and the Youth Activities, and visited
various institutions in the city.

Can you imagine what the delegates thought
of their first trip to Narashino? In the next
SQUARE no.28, we will include more
about the delegation’s stay in Narashino.
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Higan (Equinoctial Week)

1]

The old saying goes that “Afsusa samusa mo higan made
meaning “No summer heat lasts beyond the autumnal
equinox, nor does winter cold last beyond the wvernal
equinox”. The equinoxes, centering around Shumbun-no-
hi (vernal equinox day), and Skubun-no-hi (autumnal
equinox day), suggest a turning point in the seasons in
most districts of Japan. HIGAN literally meaning “on
the shore of the other side of the river” in Buddhistic
thought, signifies the state of man’s safori (spiritual

awakening). Men are released from all the agonies or

afflictions of living in this world, that is, “on the shore on
this side of the river”. Higan, Buddhists' eternal paradise,
has been considered to be in the west in Buddhistic thought.
Believing this, people came to hold ‘Higan-e¢’ or Buddhist
Higan services for the dead on Shumbun-no-hi and Skubun-
no-hi when the sun rises due east and the sun sets due west.
Both Shumbun-no-hi and Shubun-no-hi are national holidays
on which many families hold memorial services for their
ancestors’ souls, making offerings on the family’s Buddhist al-

tars and paying a respectful visit to their ancestors at the family graves.
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Japanese Traditional Culture Tour is to do by the| | & % ®EFH&EAE2/TE6HEE (Y o—F 6 )
Education and Culture Division of N.LA. as the| | 2H%& 4,000 (72 FUAD)
second program of Japanese Culture Seminars in ® O MR frkk
this year. E B 30% (HAAZEOEATHE)

This tour is not only for foreign people to study BA&Z ~Hx|Z THARBHEIKT 7+ TEBEERS,
Japanese culture but also for Japanese to renew their W3NS 2. fE . F - Flh - EEESAEALT
understanding. ‘ 2TSEEIFHARIAI-1-1 T RAETS AE B Ep

We will.visit Mashiko wher§ is fampus for pottery AR~ KB D (30 H16H (2%),
and experience how to make in practice.

We are planning it at the end of November and SR EDERE
decideing details. . 16 & T2 ZHETELHICTRFENITEET, £21U

We will inform about particulars as soon as we B[RO GIE & T S NI D b 2 )7 3k % &
decide it. BELIZE VW LB, REEEYSH ) FELANT, B

We look forward to many a person’s joining this tour. FEEONTOZMIITE ZRA,
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Let's FrLI/HFFELY v AT — FAZIWN2T/7VvEY Mi!

<DOWN>

1. Assert or vouch

2. Device containing gunpowder, etc.,

used for display or signal.

. Franchise chain (abbr.)

. Et cetra (abbr.)

Rope

Make an attempt

. Lake City which is the capital

of Utah in USA.

12. Long, stiff piece (of metal, wood, soap,
ete.,)

"\-:I‘G'!.U'Ibw

13. Space between two lines or surfaces
that meet.

15. Not existing before.

16. Uncommon or unusual

17. Suitable, right, good enough.

19. Not even. 1,3,5,7, are
numbers.
22. A friend mine.

{ACROSS>

1. Have a result or effect on

oo

.Queen of England in 1819~1901.
9. Have you got a pen __ pencil?
10. Make sounds of pain, grief, fear.

11. Cobweb

13. He is standing _____the back entrance.
14. Looking ill or tired.

16. The Royal Navy (abbr.)

17. Front part

18. It was 40 years __

20. Prefix. Not

21. Mt. Everest is the highestin the .
23. The word used for Boxing (abbr.)
24. Give food to.
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Can you read this?

Even if you can't, Join us in “1 o’clock
Glee”. Every Wednesday at Yatsu
Komin-kan. Baby-sitter available.
For more info call 0474-52-7191
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