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Ms. Wonsiri, a graduate student of Chiba
University from Thailand, talked about her
impressions of Japan, her daily life in Japan,
and so on at the international exchange
seminar of N.LA.

Many people were so interested in her talk.

Next seminar will be held on September 26.
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What’s Otsukimi? (Moon-viewing)

Around the beginning of autumn from September to October,

fine or mostly fair weather persists in Japan except for an
occasional typhoon, so the moonbeams look very beautiful.

OTSUKIMI is a festival celebrated on the night of the full moon
on August 15th by the lunar calendar (mainly September by the
solar calendar). We offer to the moon susuki (pampas grass),
dumplings and potatoes on a veranda or near the window, admiring
the
observances for ensuring a rich harvest were directed to the moon.

Otsukimi is not held so often because tall buildings

beauty of the moon and make wishes. In olden times

Nowadays,
have increased, houses are built so closely together and also the
mysterious feelings about the moon have been lost because of
space development.
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able dishes.

10: 00 AM
Yatsu Civic Center

Time:

:W{*ﬂﬂ“

- Place:
< Content: Japanese autumn dishes
+ rolling sushi

},1.

Fee: free

~— beforehand.
\:—

éfJaoanese Culture Seminar

{ —Japanese Seasonable Dishes—
E The Education and Cultural Division of N.L.A. will provide you,
—  foreigners who live in Japan, a cooking class of Japanese season- TED,

Join and learn how to cook Japanese food.
Date:  September 20 (Sun.), 1992

= + mashed sweet potato etc.
= Bring an apron. If you want to join it, call N.LA. office

phone: 0474 —51—1151 ex. 244
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| N.LA. INnformation.” Seasonable Traditional Events in Japan

Shichi-go-san (7-5-3-year-old Children’s Festival)

In Japan, there are several kinds of children’s cele-
brations or festivals held at certain ages as they grow
praying for their happiness and healthy growth. SHICHI-
GO-SAN (literally meaning 7-5-3), held for the 3-5- and
7-year-old children on November 15th, is one of the im-
portant rites. On the Shichi-go-san day, 3- and 5-year-old

boys and 3- and 7-year-old girls dressed in their finest

clothes visit their wugigami-sama (the guardian shrine of

a village or a town), or a big, famous shrine accompanied
by their parents and grandparents. They also celebrate
their Shichi-go-san by taking photographs, licking chitose-
ame (a kind of charm candy for good luck and longevity),
and enjoying a feast with members of their family at home
or at a restaurant.

4_., ‘.)l___"i.b-q;\s...I.JlJ;__JS‘.)\_._!II.J.‘-A.:'\‘-JJTJ\—-‘SJJl._]u_-LfJ...J J'l.._.._}li.:.:-u:l.e el el aa 3L e ol aadl § oS s .c,'._.._liu_,...;l.; st ool

]CHIBA INTERNATIONAL CENTER
TIEBEERZRE S % —

HEREOHSVDILIE
Information Counter/{§siHh > > % —

For information about Japanese systems and
various levels of international exchange.

Conference Room/&BE (HE=E) o
For the use of local international organizations for exchange activi-
ties, and for Japanese language and culture classes.

Advisory Corner/#88ka—7 —

For consulation with bilingual staff about various aspects of life
in Japan, and for advice about living abroad.

Reference Area/&#HE a1 —F —

For using the reference materials, including books about Japanese
language and culture, various language dictionaries and information

{The procedure of Shichi-go-san mairi (a shrine visit))
1. The 3- and 5-year-old boys and 3- and 7-year-old girls

arealldressed up. They wear the formal festive kimono
which has been altered to fit them after having been used
for their omiya-mairi (ashrine visit of anew-born baby).
Over the kimono, the boys wear a haori (a short over-
garment for kimono) with a family crest dyed on the
back and a hakama (a long pleated skirt for kimono).

. Parents, also dressed formally, accompany the child-

rentovisit their ugigami-sama ,tothank the godfor their
healthy growth and pray for their future happiness
and good health.

. After the prayer, parents buy chitose-amefor their child-

ren at the stalls in the precincts of the shrine.
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<DOWN>

1. The capital of Hungary.

2. Before the stated time ; sooner than
expected.

3. The natives in Hawaii or the South
Sea Islands.

4. The act of leaving out.

5. Member of family ;relatives. (old

use)
8. Director General. (initials)
10. <> off.
11. Not dry.
15. Thank you

19. Decaliter. (abbreviation)

much.

21. Chemical symbol for tellurium.

< ACROSS>

1. The capital of Thailand.

6. Two letter code for AIR LANKA.

7. In the middle of ; among.

9.A

12. He is the brave of Troy whose
parents are Anchises and Aphrodite.

man will catch at a straw.

13. Personal Assistant.

14. Thanks. (abbreviation)

16.Eastern Daylight Time. (abbreviation)

18. A person who helps.

20. System. (abbreviation)

22. A long pole with a wide flat blade,
used for rowing a boat.

23. Sharp ; of the mind or feelings, good

and quick at understanding.
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We're Recruiting New Members

PAPYRUS

—The pictures made of Japanese paper—
Foreigners are welcome.
Membership Fee:1,200 yen a month
Time: 10:00 a.m. — noon

on every third Wednesday
Place : Shin-Narashino Civic Center.
0474 (51)9951,7 Mizuno

SEEFDEBREBINOTE5L9 B
FEvwwzLET,

A NS T T AR TS AR 8 o)~ B3
BoLwiZ{d, TIHEACTEE
VL E T,

7, BIEESSBICHOEELTL.
L) —EIHERN ) L, MAETBEIRD
FIEHETEBHNDH T S0,

(N.ILA. E5% /)

LECET I EMVEbER

|

o Nt DBVE L), HEEAL DR
HanE Ll M = viE)
o SAENBRE IR AHWRZRE) F Lo, B |
& o E AW, M« /NFR) |
o EORINEHT S, MET VT LD AEE |
DaNE, MEWEZOPT (Y FH) '
® 3043 ) Iz L7 AL, kO KIBIZ T |
ZHMETHS L IFTLE. (K« FH)

F N R, (s - &HR)
eGMET, AR, WMERITIHN
HRTT. (N - M)
e-nE, 4. pHE. S ITiToh, K
MoBE CHRETL. BEANOTITA
e e, (R - &Wl1)

AREE(Z, FATHIER20,0008, 2R % (3
B, EANOBEMEE RSB S T
T, REICIHHWLLTBIEEER
BEPTT, FHITIHEHERZ T,

Iz

NIA 22 z7 - 5195
Hi7-1992698 1 B /RITHEE - B RR
WEEEE - F |EEMER - P E R
wiE - BEBHERTRGSE B B ¥ &
T2 RERHRBI-1- 1 EFHEMEERA

EEE (0474) 51—1151 A#R244

I
o ¥ 4 M EDREICEL, KEOT



