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Avery interesting description about Spain,
so called the shining sun country is reported
here by Mrs. Maria Del Carmen Permuy
from Spain to Japan 27 years ago, and Mrs.
Toshie Tanaka who is enthusiastic about
Spain she has visited three times. A lot of
historical spots, local culture, living customs,
eating habits or something in Spain are int-
roduced to a large extent.
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Mr. Ono, who lives in Narashino, is a
member of Association to Aid the Refugees
(one of ] apanese NGO). And he tried to sink
wellsat the biggest refugees’camp in Zambia.

Ms. Echigo was a coordinator for this
camp and people built a library accepting
her idea.
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N.LA. Information/Hina-matsuri ~Tango-no-sekku

Hina—Matsuri (Girls’ Festival)

March 3rd is called HINA-MATSURI 1t is customary for families
with a girl child to display eohinasaia, hina-dolls, in the home and
wish for the girls to grow healthy. This event is also called Moo~ no-
sekku, a seasonal festival. It is just the season for peach blossoms and
graceful peach blossoms can naturally be imagined for a girls’ festival,
Hina-matsuri. In most homes of families that have a voung girl, special
dishes are prepared on this day and it is celebrated by inviting friends
or guests. When the day of Hina- malsuri approaches, at preschools
the pupils make /firna-dolls with papers or paper clay, painting pictures
of hina-dolls or singing a song of Hina- matsuri. In this way, Hina-
maisuri is a chance for modern children to learn traditional feelings
and for adults to relive fond memories.

({How to display hina -dolls}

MATERIALS: a set of hina-dolls, a folding tiered stand or steps for

dolls, red felt carpet or cloth.

1. Erect tiers or steps and cover them with a red felt carpet.

2. Display a pair of Daivi- bina, the Emperor and Empréss, on the top
tier. Put a boutbori, a lamp stand, on each side of the Emperor and
Empress. Stand folding screens at the back of the two dolls. Recently,
the Emperor doll is usually placed on the left (when facing the

hina-dolls).

3.

an

8.

. On the side of the decorated tiers

Display Samnin-kanjo (three court ladies) on the second tier. They

are ladies-in-waiting to the Emperor and Empress.

. Put Gonin- bayashi (five musicians) on the third tier. They are

musicians who play such instruments as feiko (drum), fswzung

(hand drum) and fue (flute).

. Display Udaijin and Sadaijin (two eminent lords), hishi-mochi

(diamond-shaped rice cake) and small-sized dishes and furniture

such as a chest of drawers for the hina-dolls on the fourth tier.

. Display Sannin-jogo (three drunk servants) on the*bottom tier. Put

a cherry tree on the right facing the hina-dolls and a wild orange
tree on the left on either side of

the servants.

for the hina-dolls, display a vase of
flowers symbolic of spring such as
peach blossoms or rape blossoms.
Some people hang a scroll with a
painting such as peach blossoms or

hina-dolls in the alcove.

Display all dolls that are presented

as gifts to celebrate Hina-matsuri,

Tango—no—-sekku (Boys’ Festival)

May 5th used to be celebrated as the boys’ festival called TANGO-NO)-
SEKKU. Nowadays it is a national holiday called Children’s Day, estab-
lished to wish all the children steady growth and happiness. Families
with a voung boy hoist kot-nobort (carp streamers) high in the sky,
display a kabuto (a feudal warrior’s helmet) or musha-ningyo (warrior
doll)in the alcove and eat chimaki or kashiwe-
nochi to celebrate the day. Some people
take a bath with the leaves or roots of the
iris which are believed to drive away evil
spirits.

tHow to hoist koi-nobori}
MATERIALS: black and red koi-nobori (in

variable sizes if possible),

Jukinagashi (colored stream-

ers); a pole of metal, wood or bamhoo; an arrow wheel, a wheel, rope.

. Fix the arrow wheel on the top of the pole and tie the wheel under it.

. Run the rope twice as long as the pole through the wheel and tie

hoth ends tightly.

. Put up the pole in the garden and fix it firmly; dig a hole to bury

the base of the pole in the ground, or drive a few piles of 1 m so

vou can hind the base of the pole to them.

. Tie the fitkinagashi at the knot of the rope.

. Pull the rope little by little and tie the koi-nobori at intervals of

0.5-1 m so the large black koi-nobori is at the top and the large

red, small black and small red ones follow in order.

. Pull the rope until the fukinagashi goes up to the wheel and tie

the rope to the pole.

7. It the evening or when it begins to rain, take them down.
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The second study meeting for voluntary interpreters was
held on November 30, 1991. Some members told their ex-
periences and Mr. Charles Pribyl gave useful hints in
interpreting foreign languages.
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Some people from foreign countries learned Japanese
Calligraphy and enjoyed writing Japanese characters on
December 1, 1991, which was planned by Education and
Culture Division of N. I. A.
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On December 14, 1991, voluntary host families met
together and talk about receiving foreign people. A few
members gave some points to offer good and comfort-
able home staying.
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N.LA. Youth Division hold the third Christmas Party on
December 22, 1991. At the party, people enjoyed world
quiz, present exchange, singing Christmas songs and so

orl.
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N.LA. holds a New Year Party every year. 115 people
including 48 people from foreign countries attended at
this year's party on January 18, 1992 and enjoved eating
and talking together.
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Many people tried Japanese traditional “Mochitsuki”™
{making rice cakes) on February 16, 1992, It was the first
and enjoyable experience for some foreigners and
children.
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N.LA. will have a seminar on “how to associate with
foreign people”. It will be from 2:00pm on Saturday,
March 7, 1992 at the 5th floor of Narashino City Hall.
To make application: call N.LA. office 0474(51)1151
ex. 244,
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< DOWN_>
1. 10

2. Example.
3. The great number or amount;
most.
4, Chemical sign for promethium.
5. A band of cloth worn round the
neck.
6. To put in prison.
7. New, recent, later.
10. The comparative degree of ‘near’.
11. The city of east Germany, which
is famous for glass.
12. Cougar, mountain lion.
13, Account of. (abbreviation)
15. ___, her, her.
17. Same as [ACROSS]-17.

Let's FroL I/ F - EXIZaR)—F v No17/7ve> bi!

< ACROSS>
1. Attractive.

8. To look at a person or things in
order to find out something.

9. Henri VI established
college in 1440,

11. Great happiness.

12. For each; during each.

13. A particular surface or space.

14. The singing of the same notes by
everybody at the same time.

16. The study or science of numbers.

17.. _ , our, us,

18. Befor the day, w_eek, year, etc.
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