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Five years have passed since Narashino city
and Tuscaloosa city became sister cities.

And from October 4 to 8, 20 members of the
Fifth Anniversary Deligation from Narashino
including Mayor Araki visited Tuscaloosa.
They attended the Fifth Anniversary Celeb-
ration Ceremony. They had a wonderful
welcome by friends in Tuscaloosa.

After they went back to Narashino, we inter-
viewed Mayor Araki about this relationship.
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From Atlanta to Tuscaloosa
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Most Japanese people would be at a total loss for words if you asked
them to list a few positive aspects about their country and culture. On
the other hand if you ask the same Japanese people to list some of the
negative aspects, they would have no trouble whatsoever in doing so.
Though this reaction may not be peculiar to Japan, it does say a lot
about the character of a nation and more specifically, about the charac-
ter of the individuals, of which the nation is but a mere reflection, if he
is unable to come up with a few positive aspects of his country when
asked.

Having lived in Japan for nearly 10 years and as the date of my de-
parture quickly approaches, I would like to express my appreciation
for the very positive influence Japan and its people have had on my
life and in my personal development, by listing a few of the very positive
aspects of this great nation:

1. Hardworking

All the available energy of the individual is selflessly channeled into
hardwork for the betterment of the family, the community, and the na-
tion as a whole. I deliberately chose the word 'SELFI_:ESSLY', because
it is the operative word and basis upon which the greatness of this na-
tion lies. In the West we are all too familiar with the direct relationship
between idleness and crime.

2. Honesty

“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you”, are not mere
words but is a code of conduct, rigidly adhered to, here in Japan. Leave
your wallet in a public telephone booth in Tokyo and return an hour
later. It will still be there, or if not, someone will have handed it in to
the nearest police station.

A Japanese person may give you a gift he received from someone
else, but he would tell you so, "4 &5 =72 L @374 A T+ »". The basis
upon which all personal and business relationships are founded is 'HO-
NESTY'. As such there is little necessity for lengthy explanations,

justifications and excuses, which stem from distrust and dishonesty
between people.

Japan Praising
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3. Appreciation of Nature

Ask a Japanese person to name a particular flower, a tree, a fish or
a bird. 9 times out of 10 you will be given the correct name. Before
throwing out a bowl of withering flowers after they have served their
decorative purpose, a Japanese person will whisper to them: "Thank
you. You served us well.” Ask a Japanese person to tell you where

God is. He will point at the mountains, the trees, the birds, the flowers
and say, "God is everywhere.”

4. Respect for Elders and Superiors

In Japan, a person older and hence, more experienced than you,
warrants respect, regardless of your personal feelings toward that
person. This is yet another practical exercise in humility, to remind
yourself that what vou have is not a result of vour own efforts alone.
You couldnt have made it without the cooperation and support of
yvour family, community and country. In acknowledging this the indi-
vidual can avoid one of the consequences of material success of
believing the world revolves around you.

For voung people to respect their elders, the latter should deserve
the respect. Words alone are not enough. The attitude of the young
toward their elders shows that Japan does indeed practice what it
preaches.
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5. Equality

Every effort is made to treat every member of the society equally
regardless of each person’s ability or lack of it. Salaries are based on
age and the number of years of service. It is the responsibility of the
fittest to compensate for the weakest, so the group, rather than any
one individual, that benefits. Some of the results this are evidenced
in: a) Minimal unemployment b) High standard and availability of
education ¢) High self esteem of the individual d) High morale of the
nation.

6. Loyalty

In the West there is a tendency to be on the defensive and -adopt the
attitude of, 'Look after No. 1 because nobody else will.” In Japan,
however, the famous words of J. F. Kennedy, asking the American
people to think of ways to contribute to the nation, are actually put
into practice in Japan. For most Japanese the success of their nation
depends on what each individual puts into it, and its continued success
is a result of the individuals’ reluctance to take, at the expense of the
group. The trust that exists between employer and employee eliminates
the necessity of Labour Unions. Employees go so far as to give gifts
to the management every year as a token of their appreciation.

Finally, I woud like to illustrate by means of a story, the underlying
message in what [ have written:

A Japanese man and a Western man were in a bar having a
drink. The Japanese man spent most of the evening listening.

Just before leaving, the Japanese man put a white sheet of paper

on the counter and with a pencil marked it with a black dot.
He then asked his Western companion:

"What do you see?”

"l see a black dot on a white sheet of paper”, said the Westerner.

"What do you see?”

"l see a white sheet of paper, on which there is a black dot”,
said the Japanese man.

Japan, thank you. You will always be a part of my heart.

Xavier Nathan
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Merry Christmas

A Happy New Year
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| N.I.A. Information,”New Year's Day """ ™" & yer “metio” party

sedededesedodtdddts NEW  YCAN'S DAY #iitsdsddotd

New Year's is the most important of all annual events, and
most public and private offices are closed during the New
Year’s vacation except for public transportation and com-
munication offices. It is said the gods will visit every home
on New Year’s Day so, in order to welcome them, people
get rid of all the dust of the last year and decorate their
home with New Year's ornaments such as kadomatsu (pine
ornament for a gate), shimekazari (a Shinto straw festoon
for a door or other place), kagami-mochi, (a tier of tow rice
cakes shaped like round kagami, mirrors), etc. Traditional
New Years’ dishes called ‘osechi’ are also prepared.

On December 31st omisoka (the last day of the year), we
must finish the preparation for ushering in the New Year.
Housewives in particular are very busy with housecleaning,
shopping and cooking from early morning. At midnight we
eat foshikoshisoba (New Year’s Eve buckwheat noodles),
symbolizing good fortune, with the family. Before midnight,
we listen to the ringing of joya-no-kane (the New Year's Eve
bells) which are struck at the same time at every temple
throughout the country. We recall incidents of the past year

and look forward to the coming year.

Many special events take place during the first week of the

new year, and especially during the first three days. The
two most typical are the first visit to a shrine or temple
where people gather to pray for good fortune during the year
ahead and the formal New Year’s calls paid on relatives,
company superiors, and anyone else to whom vou have
become indebted during the past year. It is also during this
week that Japanese women, most of whom ordinarily wear
Western clothing, take the trouble to put their hair up and
wear traditional kimono. New Year;s calls have to some
extent been replaced by mnengajo (New Year's cards), an
indispensable part of shogafsiu if only because receiving
large numbers of wnengajo is an indication of high social
status. Children spend shogatsu flying kites, spinning tops,
playing Japanese battledore, and enjoying other traditional
pastimes. Another treat for the children is otoshidama——

small gifts of money from parents and relatives.

N.LLA. Christmas Party

Let’s join in the fun presented by the Youth Division.
December 22, 1991 (Sun.) 15:00—17:00
Fire Department Building 5th floor

¥ 500

# Please bring a present about ¥ 300~ 500 for exchange.
Hand made one is OK. |
If you would like to join the party, please call N.LA.

Date and Time;
Place:

Participation Fee:

office until December 17.

phone: 0474—51—1151 ex. 244

N.LLA. New Year ‘“Hello” PartY
Why don't you say the first “Hello” of 1992 and have
a good time?

Date and Time: January 18, 1992 (Sat.) 14:00—16:00

Place: Tsudanuma Sunpedec 11th floor
Participation Fees: Adults ¥ 3,000
Students ¥ 1,500

If you would like to join the party, please call N.LA.
office until January 10.

phone: 0474—51—1151 ex. 244
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<DOWN>

1. A sort of book which is large-signed
pages and contains photographs, writ
-ing.

2 . Extended play.

3. Lack of feeling or interest in some
-thing.

4 . The right of holding land or office.

5. To cultivate.

6 . Rome is the capital of

7 . Physical Education. (initials)

2

16. An open piece of grassy land.

17. Cooking pots which have one long
handle.

19. "Office lady”

21. Roman Catholic. (abbreviation)

is Japanese English.

< ACROSS >
1. The fresh of animals.

5. Pointed end of something.
8 . A desire for food.

9. orange,

10. Los Angels.

11. In fact.

13. Hour. (abbreviation)

14. You. (old using)

15. A short sharp cry of pain.
18. Yes <

, nose, mouth------

20. Eye,

22. Grace, beauty.
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