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The 41st world table tennis champion-
ships had been held from April 24 to
May 6 at Makuhari Messe in Chiba.

About 30 voluntary interpreters of N.
[.LA. made a lot of contribution to the
success of this event.

We interviewed some of them and it
looks like they want to have more

chances to use their abilities in the
future. %
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"In Narashino, the people are small.
But their hearts are big.
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Thank you very much for your great

assistance, June-san.

P .

During our whole stay in Narashino we were treat-
ed with great kindness and hospitality. Everyone was
wvery warm, courteous, and generous. We were much
impressed by everything we saw, and we were all
honored to be a part of this delegation. The people of
Narashino are wonderful and have much to share
with us. I hope that our two cities will continue to
progress together, that they will continue to learn
from each other, and that the relationship will only
grow stronger ‘and deeper throughout the years.

(S. Hampton)

The learning experiences gained through the visits
to the schools, government facilities, and recreation-
nal points of interest were very instrumental in help-
ing us learn more of Japanese culture and lifestyles. I
anly hope that the bondings which have resulted from
this sister city partnership continue to higher levels of
productivity educationally, economically, and
socially. (R. Howard)

The people of Narashino are a warm generous
people who have created a well ordered place to live.
The City of Tuscaloosa and Ron Morris, a teacher,
are most fortunate to have such a kind, gentle and
wise sister as Narashino. (R. Morris)

1 feel that I gained valuable insight into the educa-
tional and cultural lives of the people of our sister
city. | believe that through the continuation of such
exchange programs, Tuscaloosa and Narashino can
continue to learn from each other and help our coun-
tries grow together as we approach the 21st century.

(L. Whitfield)

Visiting Narashino City proved to be much more
rewarding than [ imagined. The niost rewarding expe-
rience was the time spent with the numerous friends
I met. Everyone | met tried to ensure that my stay in
Narashino City was as enjoyable as possible,

(B. Smith)
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Shichinensai or Shichinenmatsuri, the seven-year festival, is
the largest local festival in Narashino region, praying for an easy
delivery and giving thanks to the deities for having a baby. It is held
in every seventh year, according to the oriental zodiac cycle; Hitsuiji
(sheep) year and Ushi (caw) year. It will be on November 3rd (Sunday)
and 4th (Monday) this year. On the first day, Mikoshi (a portable
shrine), dashi (floats), ohayashi (music band) and ujiko (parish-
ioners) from nine shrines mentioned below gather in front of Ninomiya
shrine in Funabashi city, and have thanks-giving festival which gives
thanks to the deities for easy delivery a baby. This festival is called
"Onreitaisai’ (thanks-giving festival). On the second day, four
shrines, including Ninomiva shrine, will have the festival in Makuhari
of Chiba city, which used to be seashore. This festival is called Isode
-sai (seashore festival) and is for hoping easy delivery. The festival of
thanks-giving for easy delivery proceeds to the festival of praying for
it. This order seems to be somewhat peculiar.

THE ORIGIN
Narashino region was called as Makuhari-mura, dominated by
Makuharimutsunokami Yasutane during the 4th quarter of the
15th century, Ashikaga era. Yasutane had a wife who was pregnant.
Though eleven months of her pregnancy had passed, she had not given
a birth yet. Yasutane was so anxious about her delay of delivery that
he asked four shrines, Ninomiya shrine (Miyvama-mura), Koyasu shrine
(Hata-mura), (Makuhari-mura), Sandaid
{Takeshi-mura). to have ceremony and festival for ensuring her an easy
Ei : ° delivery (“"Isode-sai”).
: Then, the wife had a
baby-boy. Since
Yasutane wanted to give
4 his thanks to the deities
for the birth of his son, he
ordered shrines
mentioned below have
' thanks-giving festival
("Onreitaisai”). This
story is the origin of Si-
chinensai.

Komori shrine shrine

nine

[ = : B >
The following nine shrines in each city of Narashino, Funabashi, Chiba,
Yachiyo will join the festival;

Bt P T b By R 8 8 9t i

Up coming exciting Festival ! N

The 6th Narashino Industrial Festival will be held to introduce the
citizens widely the various phases of new industries and business in the
city. This Festival also intends to create more mutual citizen-ship and
corporate culture through lots of fascinating events and activities.

The site of International Exchange will be set up by Narashino
International Association.

Various products which are used in vour family life will be displayed
and sold by retailers and manufacturers of the city.

N.L.A. Information./ Shichinensai/Narashino Industrial Festival
, SHICHINENSAI—& 3 o ER

arashino Industrial Festival 1

Funabashi city : Ninomiya shrine(Miyama)
T Hachioji shrine(Kowagama),
Koyasu shrine(Hata),
Komori shrine(Makuhari),
Sandai6 shrine(Takeshi)
Tokihira shrine(Owada), i
Takatsuhime shrine(Takatsu), w
Ohara-omiya shrine(mimomi),
Kikuta shrine(Tsudanuma)
These nine shrines are regarded as a family;
Ninomiya shrine is a husband and Koyasu
shrine is a wife. Tokihira shrine and Hachidji
shrine are their sons. Takatsuhime shrine is a
daughter. Sandai6 shrine is a midwife and
Komori shrine is a baby sitter. Kikuta shrine is
an uncle and Ohara-omiva shrine is an ante.

Chiba city

Yachiyo city

Narashino city

MIKOSHI AND MATSURIBAYASHI

The highlight of this festival is a parade of Mikoshi (a portable
shrine) lead by Ohayashi (Music band). The Mikoshi gorgeously
decorated is carried by Ujiko (parishioners) who wear uniformed
Hanten (jackets) and Hachimaki (headband). The Ohayashi, playing
Fue (flute), Taiko (drum) and Kane (bell) with dancing people, lets
people know that Mikoshi is coming. From our city, Ohara-Omiva
shrine Hayashiren (music band), and Kikuta shrine Hayashiren will
join this parade.

The festival has filled the main part of Japanese life. At the festival,
we are able to meet with our friends whom we have not met for long
time. At the festival, we share a common purpose to make it successful.
It could be a trigger for cooperating each other to develop our city.

PROGRAM

Sun. November 3rd, 18991

Onreitaisai (Thanks-giving festival) will be held at the Ninomiva
shrine in Funabashi city.

Mon. November 4th,

Isodesai (seashore festival) will be held on the former seashore in
Makuhari of Chiba city.

LI T

91

We are waiting for your joining and enjoying the festival together. It
will be held as follows,

iy i 8 i,

Date : November 16(3at.) and 17(Sun.)
10:00A.M. through 4:00P.M.

Place : Open Space of Akitsu Comprehensive Athletic Park.
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<DOWN>

1. A trip; to travel.

2. To sleep for a short time.

3. A piece of wood, metal.

4. A very great pain in mind; to
annoy.

5. A friend

indeed.

need is a friend

6. To look with great sexual interest.
9. Like better.

11. Strongly active, felt.

14 ., Chemical symbol for bromine.
16, Salt Lake City is in the state of
18 . To be torn violently.

20 . Steamship.(Abbreviation)

{ACROSS>

. A place of joining, meeting or uniting.
7. He walked
8. In a higher position.
10. Los Angels.
12 . Railroard.(Abbreviation)
13. Jewels which is yellowish blown colour.

the street.

15. With no sexual organs of plants
or animals.

17, Newt.

18 . With regard to.

19. A form of very very small plant
life that is used for making bread.

21, Speak _ English!

22 . Royal Historical Society.(Initials)

23 . Airport.(Abbreviation)
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