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Those who have spent their lives with fam-
ilies in Arab countries reported to the N.LA.
Square about various aspects of the cultures
they have shared with. These reports must
greatly help us to understand correctly Arab
countries. We are also sure you will enjoy read-
ing these special reports written by Mr, Tsutom
Togura who lived for one and a half years as a
teacher of Rivadh Japanese School in Saudi
Arabia, Ms. Yoshiko Oki who has been with her
three children in Al Bassrah of Irag, and Ms.
Yumiko Ui who has lived abroad for many
years and has actively been contributing to pro-
mote international understanding and friend
ship as a member of N.LA,
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U.S./Japan Relations in a Changing World System

Today I would like to talk about why it is so important to deepen
mutual understanding between different nations.

I spent two days of last week in Tokyo at an international roundta-
ble where scholars and government officials from around the world
discussed the recent transformations of the world system. Everyone
was in concensus about one thing, that last year was the mark of the
end of an era not only for Japan but for the whole world. Last year
along with the opening of the Heisei Era we saw several dramatic
changes occuring throughout the world. We saw the symbolic end of
the Cold War as the Berlin Wall fell and the actual end as East/West
relations between the Communist bloc and the free world have drasti-
cally improved. The amount of world trade is becoming much greater
and foreign investment is rising. We have seen a decline in the Amer-
ican economy as the strength of her allies has grown. The U. S. has
become the world's greatest debtor and Japan has risen to be the world’
s largest creditor. Ironically, the goal that the U, S. has been working
towards since the end of World War I, a strong Western Europe and
a strong Japan, is the very thing that is hurting the U. S. economy. U. S.
companies are losing their competitiveness. The economies of the
world are becoming ever more interdependent. The U. S. can no longer
stand alone.

The old structure of the world has become outdated. According to
the old structure we saw the First World countries and the Second
World countries pitted against each other in an ideological war. The
Third World was left in the periphery to be exploited by the First and
Second World as necessary. In response to the events of 1989 the
Second world is merging with the First World. This will bring about
renewed prosperity for these countries. The growing Third World,
however, which contains the majority of the world’s population and a
small proportion of the world’s wealth, stands to gain nothing from the
bargain. It may even lose because foreign aid will be diverted away
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from the countries of the South to Eastern Europe.

Therefore, it is important for the developed countries to work
together to assure that the South is not totally segregated. This leads
us to the importance of the U. S./Japan relationship. As the leaders of
the free world Japan and America must work together to tackle the
problems of Eastern European integration and of Third World develop-
ment. Therefore the U. S. and Japan must build a closer relationship.

The two countries themselves each have much to gain from a closer
alliance. For Japan an economic alliance with the United States will
mean fewer competitors and it will assure the U. S. market will remain
open to Japanese goods. U. S. also has a lot to offer Japan. Although
it may be weak in organ-
izational skills, the scientific
base in the U. S. is still very
strong, and alliance with the
U. 5. will make military build
-Up unnecessary.

From the U. S. side, eco-
nomic cooperation with Japan
will allow Americans to con-
tinue to do well in a competi-
tive new world. America is dependent on Japan's financial resources.
The American’s may have to swallow their pride, but they will do this
if it means continued prosperity,

If both sides stand so much to gain by cooperation why do we see so
much conflict? Let’s take a look at the current condition of U.S./Japan
relations. Even though their economies are closely intertwined, the two
countries continue to make economic policy independently. Moreover,
instead of consulting with the other, they criticize. According to a New
York Times article from last year the number of Americans who view
Japan as an enemy is increasing. As the East/West relations are
improving, West,~ West relations seem to be worsening. When the U.S.
and the Soviet Union became more friendly, the Americans no longer
worried so much about national security. Suddenly, they noticed the
condition of their economy and needed to find someone to blame-Japan
became the scapegoat.

Japan's economic power is not endangering the U.S.’s national secu-
rity, and official government relations are fairly good. American
consumers are not boycotting Japanese goods but continue to import
more and more. If we look at this evidence we do not have anything to
worry about, but if we look at the bad public opinion against Japan in
the United States today there is cause for alarm. In the American

§F Mg

Srling
2

e d==h
ReEERETE
EE HR A ETeRAEARE RN

J R & M@EBHR®B\O A
i F—y 2 (B (74)1792

¥REA = B B
W IFERI= N AT ESER
vEa1 -5 KMER B0474616481

i TEFEHEMER
EZREMER 0474614611




Congress it appears politically beneficial to criticize Japan. Trade
protection is a popular topic, big business and labor alike are calling
for protection. The trade friction is eating away at the base of the free
world.

But as we saw earlier, with the opening of a new era there are much
more serious problems in the world than trade frictions. Japan and
U. S. will have to work together to wrestle with the problems of
economic development and European integration. But in their current
state how is this possible?

First of all we must discover the basic causes of the conflict. There
are many opinions today as to what is the cause of the friction. If we
look at it from the American side, some of Japan's business practices,
such as the distribution system, and trade barriers which make it
difficult for Americans to export to Japan stand out. Also many
Americans are insulted by
the excessive Japanese for-
eign investment in America.

If we look at the conflict
from the Japan side still
more causes come to light.
First of all, the U.S. double
deficits. Japan is partly a
cause of the trade deficit,
but they really have no rela-
tion to the U.S. budget defi-
cit. Secondly, America has
unfair trade practices as well as Japan. Finally, according to Ishihara
Shintaro, one of the authors of Japan Can Say No, claims that white
racial supremacy is main cause of the problems.

According to sociologists and linguistics from both countries, the
frictions lie in the fact that the languages, cultures and customs are so
different. We can not deny the arguements for either side. But if we
look at the opinions of both sides I think we can come to one important
conclusion: there are problems in both sides.

This is something that became very clear to me while I spent my year
in Japan as a student. I travelled many places, learned many interesting
things from my professors at Sophia University, I taught English to
some fun students and [ met many wonderful people. Also a really kind
family opened their home to me.

The most important things I learned that year were outside of school.
From those experiences I would like to share two things with you.

The first thing was that there is more than one way of doing things,
and that my way of doing things was not always the best. The second
thing I learned in much the same way after talking with people,
working together with others and living with my host family. This
lesson was that where ever someone is from, America or Japan, people
are pretty much the same. Customs, ways of doing things and systems
are different, but the people of the world are really not so different. We
are all human. We all need food and shelter. We all need to feel loved
and accepted. We all need to feel like we have meaning in our lives.
Moreover, even if our way of expressing ourselves is different, the
feelings we have deep down in our hearts are really not so different.

If we begin to look at people from this point of view, we can look
past the surface differences and see the much more important similar-
ities. The people of the world are from various nations, but we are all
citizens of the same globe.
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More Americans and Japanese need to take this view. The key to
this is communication and mixing with differest cultures. Not everyone
has the language skills that you have, but everyone has the need to mix
with other peoples who speak other languages. You are very important
to facilitate this communication.

I have some recommedations for interpreting from Japanese into a
Western language. Of course we all know there are several differences
between the Japanese and English language coming out of differences
in culture. These differences may lead to misunderstanding if not
handled properly. A Japanese person may think the English speaker is
immature because they are so direct and that they have not polished
their communication skills. An English speaker may think that a
Japanese person is trying to be evasive or that they do not know how
to do business. To avoid misunderstanding and frustration please think
about the following recommendations when you are interpreting.

When interpreting from Japanese into a Western language, please
—avoid literal translations of material that is vague or poorly orga-
nized. Find out what the person you are interpreting for is trying to say,
and present his/her message as clearly and concisely as possible.
—get to the point as soon as possible, adding the reason afterwards if
necessary.

—use polite language in moderation. In many instances it is best to
simplify of completely eliminate greetings or preliminaries that have
little to do with the business at hand.

—avoid translating overly solicitious remarks, especially those aimed
at adults.

Through your English language skills you have a lot to offer to the
cause of improving U.S./Japan relations and Japan's relations with
many countries of the world. You have a big role in promoting mutual
understanding between the countries of the world. Which is a big step
in promoting Japan’s future cooperation in global issues. Japan and the
U.S. need to build a closer relationship through seeing that even though
they do things differently that they are really not so different. If both
sides begin to hold that viewpoint, we can see the realization of true
interdependence. Thank you.
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A gentleman, Mr. SINGHE who is 29
yvears of age, born in Sri Lanka, running
Sri Lanka resturant RAGA SINGHE suc-
cessfully with his wife, a Japanese, Ms.
Reiko in Narashino for six months. This is
not a success story, but the story of assert-
ing of "accepting different people, treating
them as an integral pert of the system”.
Reported by Mr. Tsutom Kowakami and
Ms. Kuniko Terada, members of N.LA.
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N.I.A. InformationTake a walk in Narashino

For Wealth and Good Fortune, Visit Shichifuku—Jin !

The Shichifuku-Jin (the Seven Gods of Fortune)

Shichi is seven, fuku is happy, and jin is a person, or in this
case a god. Thus, Shichifuku-Jin means the Seven gods of
Good fortune. They personify the seven virtures of man in
the form of seven deities symbolizing wealth and fortune,
People believe that if they visit the temples enshrining
Shichifuku-Jin, they will receive special divine favors.
Narashino Shichifuku-Jin are enshrined in seven temples
throughout the city. How about enjoying a nice day breath-
ing New Year’s fresh air, visiting and walking around the
temples with your family and friends ? It is a safe bet that
tremendous good fortune will be yours after visiting Nara-
shino’s Shichifuku-Jin.

Yatsu Sta. Technology

(>

-
Keisei

Temple
: /l/ Clty Hall

Tozenji
N&mple
// Q’o’

J igenji
J

Police

Elementary
School =7

7 P L Tsudanurna Sta./ .
& . .— —— \ ‘6?}%6
@ Salkop <® m m 5
mple @ *

Sa,gmuma
Elementary School

Temple

1 E¥WFK Bishamonten : the god of dignity, who brings

wisdom and courge. (#83fsF Saikoji Temple)

Ebisu : the god of fishermen and tradsmen, who

presides over business prosprity and traffic safety.
(#E3F Tohukuji Temple)

Fukurokuju : the god of prophets, who is 1,000

years old. (#Ei#3F Tozenji Temple)

Daikokuten : the god of wealth and the patron

saint of farmers, also known as X[EF 4y, Okuninu-

shino-mikoto, who brings a rich harvest, protects

the earth, and prevents epidemics. (ZEER=F Jigenji

Temple)

Hoteison : the god of contement and happiness. (iF

1&3F Shofukuji Tample)

Benzaiten : the only goddess of the seven ; she

represents art, literature, music, and eloquence. (8

EfisF Yakushiji Temple)

Jurojin : the god of longevity, who brings good

health. (&3 Muryoji Temple)
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< Guide of New Year’s Holidays™>

Dee. 29-Jan. 3 eCity Hall e Civic Center(komin-kan)
@ General Welfare Center @ “Fuyoen” for aged people
® Azuma Children Center @Gym for workers(Kinro-kaikan) eSports
Facilities ® Public Utilities Commission (gas and water) @ Public
Health Center (hokenjo) @ Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corp.

Jan. 1-3 e Post Office ® Banks

Dee. 28-Jan. 4 @ Yatsu Rose Garden Park

Open yaer-round @ Tokyo Electric Power Campany @ Police Station

@ Public Library

# There is a medical system in which doctors take turns being on call during
nights and New Year's holidays and the night for emergencies.

When you need medical help, you must call the Fire Department Office in
Narashino (Tel. 52-0881), and ask for the number of the doctors on duty.

Also. the emergency room is open from 20:00 to 23:00 on Dec. 31 (Mon.) and
Jan. 1 (Tue.) on the 1 st floor of the Health Center (Hoken-kaikan).

Address . 5 -14-24Tsudanuma Tel : 51-4205
# The telephone number of Ambulance Service (Fire Department) is 119.
Please dial the number directly. Ambulance Service is no charge.
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Let's FrL IS/ F a7 axT—F 2 ll) 712 Mis/

<DOWN>

1. Trust; The feeling that something is

true.

. The Muslim religion.

. Roman Catholic.

. Chemical simbol for Tantalum.

. Horsepower Nominal.

. An officer of various Christian

churches.

7. To make a loud cry or shout.

11. An atom which has been given+or—.

13. Bread made brown by heat, and
eaten hot with butter.

14, She getsup 7 o’clock.

17. A single thing among a set.

18 . A wide opening along a coast.

20, Welive _ Narashino.

21. Chemical simbol for Lithium.

22, The indefinit article before a vowel
sound.

o U1 o W D

<ACROSS>

1. The date on which someone was born.

8. To come out; to find a way out.

9. Language Labolatory.

13, At once=Onthe

14 . International Air Transport
assosiation.

15. Colonel (abbreviation).

16 . Strong feelings of the human spirit.

18, Chemical simbol for Thoron.

20. An island.

22 . Automobile Assosiation.

23 . A silver-white metal that is a simple

substance.
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