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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR OF TUSCALOOSA

Congratulations from the City of Tuscaloosa on your 25" anniversary. In America, the 25" anniversary is
often referred to as the silver anniversary. It’s customary for spouses to give each gifts made of silver and
for businesses to use the color in celebration materials. Silver is often a symbol of purity, hope and
prosperity — all things that could describe our cities.

Narashino and Tuscaloosa became Sister Cities long ago to help guide each other through understanding
of culture and by building friendships. While we are different in so many ways, we are alike in so many
more. Recently, we have both experienced an evolution of spirit by overcoming tragedies.

Our city, much like yours, has been in a steady rebuilding process after a recent natural tragedy. On April
27, 2011 an EF-4 tornado struck the city of Tuscaloosa and surrounding areas. The outpouring of love and
support we have seen for our city through this misfortune acts as a story of confident hope.

Narashino and Tuscaloosa have not only weathered the storm, but our cities have triumphed. While
Mother Nature has brought us both clouds, we know that they have silver linings. The good of humankind
shines through as we help each other continue to grow physically and culturally.

Again, congratulations from Tuscaloosa! It’s been a great and productive 25 years, and we look forward to
many more.

Sincerely,
Mayor Walt Maddox
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Cheers to 25 Years — Congratulations NI1A!

It is a pleasure to send heartfelt greetings and congratulations to all friends and colleagues
in the Narashino International Association as you celebrate 25 years of service to
Narashino and the world! The years of the Sister Cities Partnership between Narashino
and Tuscaloosa (and the formation of our respective organizations) - have reached a new
milestone together, and | am happy and proud that the indelible ties that were established
between our cities and our people 25 years ago are now stronger than ever.

During the past two and a half decades, the lives of thousands of people in Narashino and
Tuscaloosa (and beyond) have been positively impacted by the work of the NIA. Students
and adults have travelled across oceans to learn about cultures different from their own.
Thanks to ongoing NIA efforts to reach out to citizens of all nationalities in Narashino, the
important work of promoting culture, education, language, understanding and global
respect is creating profound success toward global peace and understanding.

The mark of any successful partnership over time comes not so much from the days linking
the past to the present (and future), but from the rich memories created along the way.
Faces may change, leaders impart their legacies, economies may slow and strengthen,
nature stirs then retreats; through it all, our friendships — and our mission to teach, to
nurture, to share, to enrich lives with culture and understanding - remains constant. The
memories created by the NIA over these past 25 years for countless Tuscaloosans, and
others around the world, are priceless. It is an honor to be your friend and colleague!

Happy 25" Anniversary, and here’s to the next 25 years!

Lisa Keyes
Tuscaloosa Sister Cities International
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